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These amazing plants were 
part of the Bromeliad Society 
of South Florida’s Show and 
Sale recently held at the 
Fairchild Tropical Botanic 
Garden. Three of our own 
members entered plants and 
we’re happy to say that they 
represented the BSBC quite 
well! See their entries and 
read more later on in this 
month’s SCURF.
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Of�icers
President      Richard Sedlak     954-296-5633 
Vice President     Shirley Konefal     954-632-4528
Treasurer      Charlene “Becky” Blackwood   954-791-8017 
Recording Secretary    Melissa Stevens     954-275-5526
Corresponding Secretary    Brad Beardsley    954-531-7322
Asst. Corresponding Secretary   Elsa Snavely      954-584-5108

Directors
      Eric Petrusha     954-647-8548 
      Maurice Bruet     646-522-2519 
      Gloria Chernoff     954-327-8516

Committee Chairpersons
Country Store     Gloria Chernoff     954-327-8516
Librarian      Charlene “Becky” Blackwood   954-791-8017
Membership     Judith Lahey     954-764-0429 
      Susan Mather     954-584-0908
Photographer     Eric Petrusha     954-647-8548
Plant Sale Table     Shirley Konefal     954-632-4528 
Publicity      Eric Petrusha     954-647-8548
Raf�le/Ticket Sales     Suzee Newman     954-583-4277
Refreshments     Harriet Abo      954-434-8466

BROMELIAD SOCIETY OF BROWARD COUNTY
P.O. Box 17272

Plantation, FL 33318

Interested in Learning More?

Af�iliations: BSBC supports the BSI, Cryptanthus Society and FCBS (2017-2020)

Our monthly meetings generally offer a guest speaker on timely and noteworthy 
topics, member plant sales, a plant raffle, special holiday plant auctions, 
diagnosis of disease and pest problems, and a Country Store with selected 
bromeliad and gardening supplies.

We meet the third Monday of every month except January and February.
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It’s time for fundraising…..and fun! For April we have two great events, both 
of which will bene�it our Society.  On Monday, April 15th, we will have our 
annual spring auction.  There will be a great variety of quality bromeliads 
available which you will want to take a chance on.  Remember to bring your 
money…..plus family and friends who love bromeliads and want to expand 
their collections.  You won’t want to miss it!  

The other fund raiser is a �irst.  On Wednesday, April 17th join us at the 
California Pizza Kitchen located at Sawgrass Mills, any time from opening to 
closing.  Everyone can participate and you can bring as many guests as you 
want. The more who participate, the more money we raise for the Society!

How this works is that the Society will receive 20 % of each and every order, but you must remember to 
bring the special coupon which will be emailed to you.  These coupons will also be available at the auction.  
Just remember, no coupon, no donation for the Society. 

As a special fun treat, we will once again car pool over to Michael’s Bromeliads in Venice on Saturday April 
27th.  For those who went last year, you know how amazing his offerings are.  It is like the Disneyland of 
bromeliads!  This trip is limited to 20 participants and we are already half full. So either call me, Richard 
Sedlak at 954-296-5633, or use the sign up sheet which will be available at the April auction.  We will meet 
at 10:30 AM at Michaels to enjoy the offerings and then pick a place for lunch afterwards.  It is about a 3 ½ to 
4 hour drive so plan accordingly.

President‛s Message

Membership News

This month‛s meeting is Monday Apr.15 at 6:30 Deicke Auditorium.
Club members are reminded to show up at 6:00 with your donation plants!

The Country Store, Raffle Table, Silent Auction & Member Sales Table will all be closed

This month’s meeting is our Annual Spring Auction which is always the 
best time to score quality broms and learn from our gracious auctioneer, 
Peter Kouchalakos. When it comes to growing bromeliads, few can stand 
toe to toe with Peter. His knowledge and experience combined with his wit 
and charm make for fun, informative, and rewarding evening! 

So bring your family and friends on Monday April 15th and score some 
awesome plants that will enhance your collection for years to come. The 
best part is that all proceeds go to our club so everyone’s a winner! 

The April Meeting is Auction Time!
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Last Month‛s Meeting
The meeting in March showcased the talented Dave Johnston from the 
Tampa Bay area. His presentation focused on the growing number of 
hybrids as well as some of the changes in species nomenclature that have 
many of us confused. 

Dave shared dozens of slides showing spectacular plants found throughout 
the world’s tropical regions as well as some from right here in Florida that 
he has grown and cultivated himself. It didn’t take long for our members to 
realize that the number of classi�ied bromeliad species is now in the tens of 
thousands with names that are nearly impossible to pronounce! 

Beyond the nomenclature changes, he shared interesting history on many of 
our favorite species and introduced us to many new broms that will surely 
be sought out to add to our collections! Here are just a few of the slides he 
shared with us.

Of course no BSBC meeting would be complete 
without the opportunity for our members to add 
plants to their collection and Dave certainly didn’t 
disappoint us! 

The selection of plants he brought for sale covered 
many of the same types of hybrids that he talked 
about in his presentation. The uniqueness and 
quality of his plants were exceptional and at 
wholesale grower prices! Thanks, Dave.
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BSBC at the Plant Extravaganza
Last month also included a weekend of plant sales for BSBC members as part of the “Plant Extravaganza” 
held at Volunteer Park in Plantation, FL. As always, our members came together to offer some amazing 
plants to the hundreds of attendees of this annual event and to help recruit new members for the club. 

Of course it was also a chance to “stash some cash” for our spring auction on April 15th as well as the 
numerous other plant shows held in our area this time of year. If you didn’t �ind time to attend or to sell 
any of your plants, there’s always next year!

Members who attended sold over $1,500 worth of bromeliads during the two day event. While it’s hard 
for some of us to part with our plants, having new-found money to spend at the dozens of other plant 
displays is always a win-win! Larry’s hat choice got a lot of glances as usual... although a few attendees 
thought the “cash crop” on top might be real since some of the leaves were missing!

Here are a few of the many other vendors and unique garden creations that the attendees 
rambled through. We’d love for you to join us next year if you missed it!
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Becky’s Tillandsia ‘boteri’ Becky’s Aechmea ‘orlandiana’

Brad’s Aechmea ‘de leon’s chantinii’Becky’s Neoregelia ‘gigas’

As mentioned on the front page, the Bromeliad Society of South Florida recently held it’s 41st 
Annual Show and Sale at the Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden in Coral Gables, FL. Three members 
of the BSBC decided to show plants at the last minute and surprisingly, did very well. 

Shirley Konefal, Becky Blackwood, and Brad Beardsley all entered plants that each received Awards 
of Merit. Shirley, who graciously took all the plants to the show for the trio, entered a Dyckia ‘south 
bay’ along with a Billbergia ‘tarantella’. Unfortunately, they aren‘t pictured here because she forgot 
to take pics of her own plants! Hopefully we can talk her into sharing them with us in the future.

Besides the Award of Merit, Brad’s tillandsia art piece also took home the Peoples Choice Award as 
well as the Dean Fairchild Award for the Gold Standard in the artistic category! Those awards 
landed him two additional ribbons as well as 2 etched crystal pieces. Way to represent the BSBC! 
The trio hopes that more members from our club will enter next year and do just as well!

Brad’s Tillandsia Art

Recent BSBC Awards
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I had the topic for my column this month all set in my head. I wanted to 
share a few of the things I’ve learned in my short time growing various 
types of bromeliads in hopes that I’d strike a familiar chord with other 
beginners and perhaps even experienced growers. 

In general, I’m not a person that starts out wanting to re-invent the wheel 
in everything I do. I prefer to start with proven methods and resources 
then tweak the process if I see less than stellar results. Because I’m also 
open to change, I often times have different experiences and results than 
others. When I do, I like to share those results so that we learn together. 

From The Editor

Until next time, 
-Brad

Then I thought what could I possibly offer a person whose been growing broms for years or even 
decades? I’m sure our initial inspiration is similar; we see a plant we like, we buy it, and then 
proceed to learn over time what it likes and doesn’t like. Hopefully we can address any problems 
before we kill it. With a little help from Mother Nature, the new plant thrives and possibly even 
multiplies. If not, you hide it in your graveyard before the entire neighborhood realizes you killed 
a perfectly good plant! Go ahead and laugh, but you know have a grave yard too!

So while I was contemplating sharing some possibly boring data with you, I heard talk of the 
upcoming BSSF bromeliad show at Fairchild’s. I didn’t give it much thought at �irst because I 
didn’t think I had anything worth showing. On a whim I asked a couple of veteran club members 
to come up to my house and give me some pointers and while they were there they could see if I 
had anything that was “show worthy”. As we walked around my property I could see through 
their eyes that my collection wasn’t as strong as it could be. They �inally spied a couple of worthy 
candidates and offered to take them for me since I couldn’t make the show.  Looking back I didn’t 
really get my hopes up. After all, it was my �irst entry into a judged show.

A few days later I got a text and some pics (previous page). Much to my surprise(and I’m sure 
theirs), both of my entries got a bit more than just “participation ribbons”. Besides the Awards of 
Merit, my tillandsia creation also received the Peoples Choice Award and the Dean Fairchild 
Award which is the gold standard in the artistic category! All of their plants also received Awards 
of Merit so for only three people, we made a good showing for our club!

When I sat back down to actually write this month’s column I realized the most important thing I 
could share isn’t data on organic soil additives, ph variables or anything of the sort. What was 
clear, thanks to these lovely ladies, is that even a novice grower like me has something to offer 
and it’s something I hadn’t even considered, courage. Just like the cowardly lion in the Wizard of 
Oz, you need only believe you can...and of course have a medal which I now do! 

As one of our “tribe” I encourage you to join me and represent the BSBC at future shows by 
having the courage to enter a couple of your plants that you feel have merit. While I know I won’t 
win every time, I now have the courage to at least try!
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Support Local Businesses
Got a business you would like to advertise?

Marilyn Barber  Maurice Bruet 
   Gloria Chernoff    Gina Havens    
 Jackie Matuseski      Louella Weber

April Birthdays

Ads in the SCURF are $50 for 6 months, $100 for 12 months 
Contact Becky Blackwood if interested

Special thanks goes out to Ann Schandlemayer for bringing in her gorgeous Tillandsia ‘ionantha’ 
wreath to the last meeting. For those who missed it, Ann created this wreath herself and has 
been meticulously maintaining it for no less than 28 years! 

Thanks to some great record keeping (Gayle), the archive photo on the left shows what it must 
have looked like when she started. It just goes to show what can happen when you mix untold 
passion with creative talent, and sprinkle in a few decades of commitment. Congrats, Ann and 
we’re proud you still choose to hang with us rookies! 
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Upcoming Events, Things to See

Looking Ahead...
BSBC Auction- APR. 15th- DON”T MISS IT!

Fairchild Garden‛s Spring Garden Festival Apr.13th & 14th, Coral Gables, FL.

BSBC Fund raiser Apr. 17th at California Pizza Kitchen, Sawgrass Mills

BSBC Field Trip to Michael‛s Bromeliads in Venice, FL- Apr. 27th

Next Meeting: Monday, May. 20, 2019 at 6:30 pm at Deicke Auditorium

Date-Time Event Place
Sat., Apr. 13 and Sun. Apr. 14; 
9 am—4 pm

Seminole Bromeliad and Tropical Plant 
Society Annual Spring Plant Sale

Garden Club, 200 Fairmont Drive, 
Sanford, FL

Sat., April 13, 2019 9:30 am - 
4:30 pm Sun., April 14, 2019 
9:30 am-4:30 pm

Spring Garden Festival and 40th Annual 
Spring Plant Sale Fairchild Gardens, Coral Gables

Sat., April 13 & Sun., April 14, 
10 am - 3 pm

USF Botanical Gardens Spring Plant 
Festival

USF Botanical Gardens, 12219 USF 
Pine Drive, Tampa FL

Apr. 12-14; Fri &  Sat 10 am-6 
pm; Sun. 10 am- 5 pm

57th Annual Delray Affair Art and Craft 
Show Downtown Delray Beach

Wed. Apr. 17th, anytime 
from 11 AM-10 PM

BSBC Fundraiser at California Pizza 
Kitchen 

2610 Sawgrass Mills Cir. Sunrise, FL 
33323

Sat. Apr. 20 and Sun. Apr. 21      
9 am-4 pm??

International Orchid and Bromeliad 
Show Flamingo Gardens, Davie, FL

Sat. Apr. 27 Field Trip to Michael's Bromeliads Venice, FL
Sat. Apr. 27th 9-4 & Sun. Apr. 
28th 9-3 Spring Plant-A-Palooza

Mounts Botanical Garden, West 
Palm Beach

Sat. May 4th & Sun May 5th Plant Affair Heritage Park
Sat. Jun 1st and Sun. Jun 2nd 
9:30-4:30

Tropical Fern and Exotic Plant Society 
Show and Sale Fairchild Gardens, Coral Gables

Sept. 2019 Bromeliad Society of Central Florida TBD
Oct. 17-20, 2019 Golden Broms Queensland, Australia !!!!
2021 Australasian Bromeliad Conference New Zealand !!!!!!


