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Quesnelia  ‘quesneliana’ Recent bloom from Maureen Frazel’s collection
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BROMELIAD SOCIETY OF BROWARD COUNTY
P.O. Box 17272
Plantation, FL 33318

Af�iliations: BSBC supports the BSI, Cryptanthus Society and FCBS (2017-2020)

Interested in Learning More About Bromeliads? 

Our monthly meetings offer a guest speaker on timely and interesting topics 
along with member plant sales, a plant raffle, special holiday and annual plant 
auctions, diagnosis of disease and pest problems, and a Country Store with 
select bromeliad gardening supplies.

We meet the third Monday of every month (except January and February) 
starting at 6:30 pm. Join us at:

Deicke Auditorium
5701 Cypress Road

Plantation, FL 33317                                                                                                                                              

Of�icers  
President Elect  Brad Beardsley   954-531-7322
Vice President  Shirley Konefal   954-632-4528
Treasurer   Charlene "Becky" Blackwood 954-791-8017
Recording Secretary  Melissa Stevens   954-275-5526
Corresponding Secretary Brad Beardsley   954-531-7322

Directors  
    Eric Petrusha    954-647-8548
    Melissa Stevens   954-275-5526
    Shirley Wiggin   954-472-0366
  
Committee Chairpersons  
Country Store   Brad Beardsley   954-531-7322
Librarian   Charlene "Becky" Blackwood 954-791-8017
Membership   Susan Mather    954-584-0908
    Judith Lahey    954-764-0429
Photographer   Eric Petrusha    954-647-8548
Plant Sale Table  Shirley Konefal   954-632-4528
Publicity   Brad Beardsley   954-531-7322
Refreshments   Harriet Abo    954-434-8466
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Our monthly meetings offer a guest speaker on timely and interesting topics 
along with member plant sales, a plant raffle, special holiday and annual plant 
auctions, diagnosis of disease and pest problems, and a Country Store with 
select bromeliad gardening supplies.

We meet the third Monday of every month (except January and February) 
starting at 6:30 pm. Join us at:

Deicke Auditorium
5701 Cypress Road

Plantation, FL 33317                                                                                                                                              

Meeting Update

As you have probably guessed, the April general meeting of the BSBC will not take place due 
to the restrictions and social distancing guidelines placed on the county and endorsed and 
mandated by the governor of Florida. We hope that all of our members are staying home 
except for necessary travel as the guidelines allow.  We want everyone to stay safe so that 
we can once again enjoy each other’s company when the threat of this terrible virus has 
passed and the leaders of our state and communities feel it’s safe to do so.

In the meantime, we will continue to use the Scurf and direct emails to our members to 
share information about our society, its members, and our plans going forward once this 
pandemic has passed. We don’t know if this will be in time for the May meeting, but it’s not 
looking good at the moment.

The plants in the photos above are from Maureen Frazel’s collection along with some 
Blanchetianas from Richard Sedlak’s collection. They are all being fostered at Brad’s house 
along with others at Becky Blackwood’s home while they await their forever home at 
Markham Park. Managers at Markham approved our initial plans to create several bromeliad 
gardens for the public to enjoy and to educate people to this plant group. We will �inalize a 
schedule for that project as soon as the pandemic has passed and the park reopens.



4

Facebook Groups
For those of you who keep in touch with friends and family using Facebook, you’re probably 
aware that there is a Facebook group for everything you can imagine...and some you can’t! If you 
haven’t searched out bromeliad groups on this social network, here’s a list of several in our 
region, throughout the state of FL, around the globe. You just have to request to be added as they 
are all closed groups. It’s easy to do and approval usually takes a day or less. 

Once you’re added to the group, you’ll �ind new plants and growing tips from every corner of the 
world to enhance your knowledge of this diverse plant group while helping you the pass the time. 
You can upload photos of your collection and share your experiences with other group members 
as well. 

Through these focused groups, you can avoid the political rhetoric that �loods social media these 
days while learning more about growing and caring for your plants! You might plan your next 
vacation to a distant region or perhaps plan a weekend trip to see a local grower that you saw in 
the group’s posts. Use this time to broaden your knowledge of bromeliads and see what others 
are doing around the corner or across distant horizons! 

These are just a few of the bromeliad Facebook groups from within the 
state of Florida along with our sister society in East London/South Africa 
whom we share our news letter with. The Rainforest Flora is amazing!

If you haven’t seen what’s growing in their region as well as the far east 
like Thailand, Vietnam, Cambodia, and Singapore, you’re in for a real 
treat. You’ll wonder if they are using the same sun that we have available 
here! Enjoy and use this time of solitude to enrich your body and spirit.
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Hello again from Northeast Florida,

Hope you each are staying safe and �inding some time to enjoy your 
bromeliads. We have had an interesting turn of events here in terms of 
our garden.  The very tall palm tree we had in the front yard snapped 
and dangled over our house following a late night storm.  Nothing like 
seeing 1,100 pounds of tree top swinging overhead.  We are grateful to 
TCF for rushing over on a late Friday afternoon to take down the tree 
before it did any real damage to a neighbor or our house.  It was a 
sobering moment when the palm crashed down and resonated thru the 
ground under our house and our neighbor’s.  

When you have a minute, check out all the good stuff showing up on the web.  The University of 
Florida has a whole assortment of webinars for the gardener in each of us and there are some beau-
tiful new postings of bromeliads on Facebook from folks who have gotten hooked on our own favorite 
plants.  The Central Florida Ornamental Gardening website also has some valuable info including a 
Bromeliad reference chart showing which genera will do well in particular growing conditions.

All the best to you and yours,

Gayle 

Turns out the tree was diseased with a fungus.  From the outside, it looked ok, but inside, it was a 
goner.  Now the challenge is to �ind just the right tree to plant in the front yard to make a nice 
year-round statement. Can’t plant any new broms in that large garden until we have the big item 
placed.  After ten years of growing bromeliads, it is a funny feeling to be starting over again.

We do have a few new broms under the dining room window including the Perez we got at the 
holiday party a year or two back, three mounted tillandsias and a couple of sweet tillandsias in 
small planters in the kids’ nursery. As promised, my younger son has re-gifted to me some of the 
pups of the plants I had given him when we moved.  Brett has three Blue Tangos doing well at his 
home and a pup from one of them will ultimately make it across town too.  Folks nixed the idea of 
broms a few years back when he moved into the house, but the last winters have been mild and 
he has a twenty foot long bromeliad garden with palms grown by his father in law ( aka The Palm 
Whisperer) which is doing nicely.  The deer, however, took a bite out of the leaves of his Neo Pink 
Magic in the front garden.  We have to come up with a plan to salvage what is left.
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From Our Gardens
Getting more time in our gardens is about the only positive aspect of the 
“Stay At Home” orders we are under this spring in south FL. As a result, 
your plants are likely loving the additional attention even though your 
dogs and cats maybe wishing for some alone time of their own!

These three photos (above) are from the gardens of BSBC member Molly Lesnick. Look closely and 
you’ll see the Canistrum is just starting to bloom. It’s such a shame that our spring plant shows 
were canceled or postponed due to the pandemic because this time of year is always a prime 
season for show stopping blooms. The good news is that blooms mean pups are just around the 
corner so Molly and other growers will have even more for next spring!

A bed of Portea ‘petroplitanas’Canistrum ‘galaxy’ about to bloom Goudaea ospinae var. gruberii

The next photo (left) shows a 
very nice assortment of 
colorful bromeliads from Sue 
Mather. She refurbished what 
was a small pond that just 
didn’t work for the space. 
Her arrangement gives them 
plenty of room to spread out.

Our resident landscape 
architect, Maurice Bruet, sent 
in a photo of a gorgeous 
�lame-red bloom (right) of an 
Aechmea ‘shining light’ from 
his garden.  Just beautiful!
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Member Gina Havens sent in several photos (below) from her collection of bromeliads. Her plants 
are always spectacular and some of the top sellers at our annual sales and auction events.

Neoregelia ‘lorena lector’ Neoregelia ‘solar showers’

Massive bloom on this Canmea ‘kona’ Billbergia ‘mucho mas’Billbergia La Vie En 
Rose

These last two photos (above) are from Fairchild Tropical Botanic Gardens in Coral Gables, FL. 
They were sent to us by our own Caroline Plechac before the pandemic closed everything down. 
The photos show an established Deuterocohnia colony and an example of yet another unique 
genus in the bromeliad family of plants. Thanks, Caroline for sharing with us!
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From The Editor
So the self distancing and stay at home orders have likely kept you and 
certainly me at home the past several weeks. I’ve used the time to work 
from home on some website projects along with a list of “ when I get 
around to it” projects that well, I �inally had time to get around to!

Despite the lack of rain we’ve had, my plants and garden beds have never 
looked better and new blooms are popping up nearly every other day. It’s 
like playing “Where’s Waldo” every morning when I walk out and tell 
them “hello”... in my inside voice of course. I don’t want to wake the family 
or the neighbors who already know I’m a bit overzealous with plants!

One show that I really wanted to attend was 
the BSSF Show and Sale at Fairchild Tropical 
Botanical Gardens. I was going to enter a new 
tillandsia piece (above photos) that took 
nearly 6 months to get established. 

Much to my surprise, they held a “virtual” 
show on their Facebook page on the weekend 
the show would have been held. So many 
beautiful plants were uploaded and shared. A 
few posted that they may reschedule it for 
some time in December. I’ll keep you updated.

New ‘Tilly Tree’ creationLast year’s tilly creation

Since I wasn’t able to get out to visit a garden to highlight this month, I’m glad that several took 
the time to share the wonders from their gardens with me and now with you too. I take lots of 
photos of mine to document the growth of a species I’ve not had before or just to share with 
others. Since you can’t see my full collection at the moment, I’ve added a few more photos on the 
next page. Some of these will be making an appearance at our fall auction, possibly a plant show 
later this year, and a nice assortment for the enthusiasts in the Bahamas that I’ve met on line.

Started out as a tree root in a road-side ditch
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Until next time, 

-Brad

I know we will get through this unprec-
edented time in our lives, but we won’t 
be having group meetings at Deicke 
until the virus exposure is less of a 
threat to us all. Until then, enjoy the 
time in your garden, keep in contact 
with others by calling or joining one of 
the many bromeliad Facebook groups, 
and keep a positive outlook on things. 

And please, take the time to reach out 
to those in our group and in your circle 
who need a little more attention during 
this time of isolation and distancing!

Vriesea ‘cockatoo pink’

Tillandsia ‘concolor’ large form Took 3 years for these to bloom Older sibling already has 7 pups

Neoregelia ‘lila candy stripe’ Orthophytum ‘naviodis’

Colorful Neoregelias in bloom Aechmea ‘perez’ in bloom
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Seeds.,,Continued

These exquisite plants are all Alcantareas and some of the largest plants in the bromeliad family. 
Owning an Alcantarea is a similar commitment to owning an exotic parrot. They are stunningly 
beautiful, but they are slow growers and can take anywhere from 15-25 years to mature. As adult 
plants, they will send up a massive in�lorescent spike like no other you’ll own! If you have room in 
your garden, and 15 years to spend caring for one, these are real show stoppers!  

Now is a perfect time to talk about seeds, particularly tillandsia 
seeds. This time of year is when many of last summer’s blooms are 
�inally dried and ready for dispersement. Much like a dandelion, 
tillandsia seeds are very light and have a “silky parachute” that can 
carry the actual seed great distances in average or even light winds.

If you have some in your collection that are at this stage, you can save 
them in a plastic bag and we will cover how to plant them next 
month. If you don’t need any more, you can use them to populate 
trees in your yard or neighborhood. Just take them out when it’s dry 
and there’s a good wind blowing. Whisk them around in a circular 
motion like a July 4th sparkler until all the seeds blow away. 

The seeds will likely land in trees, hedges, roofs, or even a wood fence. Once they settle in, many 
of the seeds will start to germinate and Mother Nature will take care of the rest! Depending on 
the species, it can take 3-5 years to reach maturity before the cycle will once again repeat itself!

ALCANTAREA‛S

Photos posted by David Gower who is a member of the 
East London Bromeliad Society of South Africa
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Upcoming Events, Things to See

Marilyn Barber    Maurice Bruet Gloria Chernoff  
 Gina Havens   Jackie Matuseski   
 Dana Warder  Louella Weber

April Birthdays

Sadly, the list of upcoming events in our area is almost non-ex-
istent at this time. As soon as something is announced, we will 
pass it along so we can all rush out to enjoy it. 

Use this time to relax in your garden and prepare for all the 
gatherings you’ll attend once restrictions are lifted and it’s 
safe to share space with your friends and fellow brom lovers!

Remember, we live in paradise and it will return shortly! Until 
then, enjoy all the hilarious memes and funny videos posted 
on line and stay safe so that we can all be together again. 

This last garden photo comes from 
BSBC member Bob Smith and we are 
so glad it arrived before this issue of 
the Scurf was published!

Bob has been a BSBC member for 
some time and his entire collection 
will be featured in an upcoming 
issue. Looking at this photo, we have 
a feeling this is just the tip of the 
iceberg and look forward to sharing 
his gardens with you soon!

One More For The Road...


