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Quesneia’ rafael oliveira’ after three years of waiting. Photo by Rich Mediavilla
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BROMELIAD SOCIETY OF BROWARD COUNTY
P.O. Box 17272
Plantation, FL 33318

Af�iliations: BSBC supports the BSI, Cryptanthus Society and FCBS (2017-2020)

Next Meeting

Our April meeting will be Monday 4/21 starting at 6:30 pm sharp at Jim Ward 
Community Center located at 301 NW 46th Ave in Plantation. Last month was 
nearly standing room only so we look forward to another great meeting! 

This month our guest speaker will be selling books rather than plants so the 
Member Sales Table will be open for the first time in 2022. Bring in your 
duplicate plants and turn them in to cash! 

Of�icers

President Brad Beardsley 954-531-7322
Vice President Shirley Konefal 954-632-4528
Treasurer Linda Romalin 954-907-1333
Recording Secretary Kevin Gale 954-328-2761
Corresponding Secretary Brad Beardsley 954-531-7322

Directors
Eric Petrusha 954-647-8548
Shirley Wiggin 954-472-0366
David Harris 305-342-4349

Committee Chairpersons
Country Store Brad Beardsley 954-531-7322
Membership Susan Mather 954-584-0908

Judith Lahey 954-764-0429
Photographer Eric Petrusha 954-647-8548
Plant Sale Table Shirley Konefal 954-632-4528
Publicity Brad Beardsley 954-531-7322
Refreshments Carol Plask/Jack Mackey 561-445-7649
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This Month‛s Guest Speaker

Roger Hammer is a professional naturalist who has worked as a survivalist instructor for the 
Discovery Channel's reality TV show Naked and Afraid. He was the manager of the 120-acre 
Castellow Hammock Nature Center for the Miami-Dade County Parks Department for 30 years, 
retiring in 2010. He received the �irst Marjory Stoneman Douglas Award presented by the Florida 
Native Plant Society in 1982. The Tropical Audubon Society honored him with the Charles Brook-
�ield Medal in 1996 and in 2003 he received the Green Palmetto Award in Education from the 
Florida Native Plant Society. 

He received the Florida Native Plant Society Mentor Award in 2019 and has given keynote 
speeches at Florida Native Plant Society state conferences as well as the 1984 and 2008 World 
Orchid Conferences held in Miami. He was also the opening speaker at the American Orchid 
Society’s 100-year anniversary celebration held at the Biltmore Hotel in Miami in 2021. In 2012 
he was awarded an honorary Doctor of Science degree from Florida International University.  

In 2021 a newly-described species of Euphorbia was named in his honor as Euphorbia hammeri, 
endemic to the Everglades region of South Florida. Roger’s �irst passion with the �lora of Florida 
was �inding and photographing Florida’s native orchids, and during his travels he discovered two 
species of native orchids in Florida not previously known to occur in the state. He served in the 
US Army from 1965–1968 as a tank gunner, ship winch operator, education specialist, and Army 
recruiter and was honorably discharged as a Sergeant E-5.

He is the author of Everglades Wild�lowers, Florida Keys Wild�lowers, Central Florida Wild�low-
ers, Complete Guide to Florida Wild�lowers, Attracting Hummingbirds and Butter�lies in Tropical 
Florida, Exploring Everglades National Park, Paddling Everglades and Biscayne National Parks, 
and Florida Icons: 50 Classic Views of the Sunshine State. He lives in Homestead, Florida with his 
wife, Michelle. 

Our guest speaker this month is the author, photographer, and 
naturalist, Roger Hammer. Roger was a guest speaker at the BSBC 
a couple of years back and shared his love of the Everglades along 
with his many years of traveling the world and experiencing 
nature �irsthand as few have! His adventures of entering the wilds 
of the Everglades on the eastern side of FL and exiting weeks later 
on Florida’s west coast with few provisions and alone kept us all 
on the edge of our seats. 

This time around, Roger’s presentation will be on the "Native 
Wild�lowers, Bromeliads, and Orchids of Broward County". Roger 
will be selling his books packed full of amazing photos!
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Last Month‛s Meeting
Our March meeting was one to remember. If you 
missed it, these few images and text summary won’t 
begin to cover the presentation that Chip Jones put 
together on the ingenuity, talent, and decades of plants 
created by the one and only, Chester Skotak!

We had one of the largest crowds for a general meeting 
with near standing room only. From the moment Chip 
set out his Skotak creations to the very end of his slide 
presentation, members were treated to visual overload. 
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Chip’s presentation covered more than just the dozens of amazing hybrids that Chester created 
over the years. We learned which plants Chester used for speci�ic hybrids along with his many 
contributions to other areas including years of creating various pineapple species for Dole.  

Chip’s numerous trips to Chester’s nursery over the years have given him backstage access to the 
man as well as the madness and vision that continues to drive the world of bromeliad hybrids. 
Learning how Chester made little money on many of his most famous creations was eye-opening. 

Chester continues to combine his passion for color and texture with cutting-edge science to 
create new species and products to share with enthusiasts and consumers alike. The complex-
ity of tissue culture development as seen in these photos (above) shows us just how brilliant 
Chester is and how the industry has learned to mass produce so many of his non-variegated 
species. We sincerely thank Chip for once again leaving us wanting more!
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Members sat in antici-
pation for each slide 
as well as the story 
behind them.  
Throughout each step 
of the process and 
countless years it 
takes to create the 
complex cultivars, 
Chester’s desire for 
perfection drives him.

What few plants were 
left by the time the 
presentation started, 
were gone as soon as 
the slide show was 
over! 

As always, Chip stayed 
to answer every 
question to help 
members further.

The night wouldn’t be 
complete without 
everyone trying their 
luck at the raf�le 
tables and there were 
so many to share due 
to the generosity of 
our members. As 
usual, the visitors and 
new members took 
home their share!

The refreshments too 
were a hit as we 
continue to get back 
to normal with many 
members bringing in 
a dish or treat so that 
others can enjoy 
them. It’s so nice to 
have an evening with 
friends even if it’s 
only once a month!
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From Our Gardens

Robert Smith shares this spectacular Guzmania (above left) with us this month from his gardens. 
The Aec. ‘little harv’ collage (above center) and perfectly grown Neo. ‘inferno’(above right) were 
grown and photographed by Brigitte Sheeks. Both of these members have been with us for some 
time and it’s nice to see and help them enjoy the fruits of their labor!

We recently had the chance to visit the home and gardens of Rich Mediavilla. These few images 
don’t begin to give you a glimpse of this enthusiast who has a diverse collection across a number 
of plant families including broms, aroids, rare orchids, and so many more.

If you’re connected with him in Facebook plant groups, you know he has a wonderful collection 
and passion that goes beyond the weekend warrior! Rich has amassed a variety of natural sculp-
tures that combine a variety of colors and textures into a medley that pulls you in for a closer 
look until ten minutes later you �inally take it all in and move on to the next one! 

If you’re not connected to him online or in person, you should reach out to him. I’m sure he’ll �ind 
time to show you around his place so you can also take in the ‘science’ behind the beauty. Rich’s 
success isn’t by accident. He will teach even the most experienced grower a thing or two!
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We also got a chance to see what wonders Keith London has created at his amazing home! Since 
joining the BSBC, Keith has given us some spectacular photographs of not only his plants, but of 
nature enjoying the surrounding oasis as well such as the photo of the lizard sunning itself on a 
new in�lorescence (above center). Keith has nurtured his property over decades and continues to 
amaze his neighbors and his community winning his own Wildlife Habitat award. 

 You can join us when Keith and his wife open their home and share the gardens and surrounding 
area with us. They are currently planning for either May 14th or 15th so we will keep  you posted 
as they set the date.  

You won’t want to miss this chance to experience mature and established gardens with as many 
edibles as those you can’t eat. You’ll also enjoy the comfort of his new outdoor cooling system 
which will keep this mecca feeling tropical yet comfortable throughout the summer!

Rich admits he knows what seems like “an incredible about of useless stuff”, but it 
likely played a useful role in his gardens becoming a certi�ied wildlife habitat. Keep up 
the great work, Rich. We can’t wait to see more in the future!
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From The Editor

Until next time, 
-Brad

In case you’ve been living under a rock, you probably recall that we 
have a huge plant sale coming up in days at Flamingo Gardens. I 
apologize if you are just now reading this and missed it, but when 
you snooze you lose! 

I hope that you plant to attend whether you’re there to sell plants as 
several of our members are or maybe you’re just getting out to enjoy 
the weather and perhaps purchase a plant... or two. The admission 
price is $21 for adults, but you’ll have the whole run of the botanical 
gardens and did I mention there’s plants for sale?

Pardon the shameless plug, but I’m bringing over a hundred plants that are looking for a new 
forever home because daddy needs to move some plants to make room for the new ones he’s 
going to get this summer. Of course I’ll enjoy the nursery tours like last summer, but they fall after 
the event of the summer, The World Bromeliad Conference in Sarasota! 

That’s right, I made up my mind to take a few days off to enjoy something I’ll most likely never get 
to witness again. So I’ve spent the last few weekends getting these plants cleaned up, saying our 
goodbyes, and encouraging them to move on to greener pastures. This has nothing to do with the 
fact that my neighbors think I’m a hoarder when it comes to plants! I just need more room and 
money for what I’m about to inherit at the conference (subliminal message for the wife).

While I couldn’t bear to part with some of these 
plants, most will be hanging out with me at Flamingo 
Gardens on 4/16 & 4/17 from 9:30 until each day.

This is one of the largest annual orchid shows in the 
area with judging and plenty of food and drink for 
those less into plants and other or things like plants.
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 Marilyn Barber Maurice Bruet Gloria Chernoff  

  Gina Havens  Jackie Matuseski    

  Lou Webber  Rossy Ochoa 

April Birthdays

Upcoming Events, Things to See

Other events worth sharing!

Date-Time Event Place

Apr. 16-17; 9:30am-4pm
40th Interna�onal Orchid & Bromeliad
Show- BSBC has a booth!

Flamingo Gardens, 3750 South Flamingo Road
Davie, FL 33330

Apr. 18; 6:30 pm BSBC monthly mee�ng Jim Ward Community Center- Planta�on
May 7-8 Heritage Park Plant Sale Heritage Park in Planta�on, FL
May 14th or 15th Garden Tour with Keith London Halendale Beach
May 16th 6:30 pm BSBC Spring Auc�on Jim Ward Community Center- Planta�on
June BSI World Conference Hya� Regency Sarasota, FL
June-Aug is Summer Break- BSBC general mee�ngs resume in Sept. with summer nursery tours to be annouced


