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Aec. ‘Dean’ gracing the yard of BSBC member Judith Lahey
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BROMELIAD SOCIETY OF BROWARD COUNTY
P.O. Box 17272
Plantation, FL 33318

Af�iliations: BSBC supports the BSI, Cryptanthus Society and FCBS (2017-2020)

Of�icers  
President    Brad Beardsley   954-531-7322
Vice President  Shirley Konefal   954-632-4528
Treasurer   Charlene "Becky" Blackwood 954-791-8017
Recording Secretary     
Corresponding Secretary Brad Beardsley   954-531-7322

Directors  
    Eric Petrusha    954-647-8548
    Shirley Wiggin   954-472-0366
    David Harris    
  
Committee Chairpersons  
Country Store   Brad Beardsley   954-531-7322
Librarian   Charlene "Becky" Blackwood 954-791-8017
Membership   Susan Mather    954-584-0908
    Judith Lahey    954-764-0429
Photographer   Eric Petrusha    954-647-8548
Plant Sale Table  Shirley Konefal   954-632-4528
Publicity   Brad Beardsley   954-531-7322
Refreshments   

Our indoor meetings will resume Monday, 
Sept. 27th from 6:30-8:30. Our new home 
is the Jim Ward Community Center located 
at 301 NW 46th Ave Plantation, FL 33317.

We will be meeting here as long as the 
county and CDC allow. Watch for updates 
in future newsletters so that you can keep 
up on meeting status and protocol. The 
health of our members is our priority!

Jim Ward Community Center- New home of the BSBC!
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July‛s Sunshine Bromeliads Visit
Though the heat of another south Florida summer is upon us, dozens of members gathered last 
month at Sunshine Bromeliads in Southwest Ranches, Fl in search of new treasures for their 
collections. Members were greeted by the owner Josefa Leon and her staff who had painstakingly 
transformed the large retail space to accommodate even more plants from her private collection.

As if the huge selection of high-quality plants wasn’t enough, the nursery staff also setup a large 
refreshment area stocked with cold drinks, snacks, fresh fruit, and pastries for everyone to enjoy 
while they walked through the nursery.

Josefa purchased the nearly 3 acre property in 1983 
and with the help of her family, turned it into one of 
the premier bromeliad nurseries in the region. As 
the name implies, they specialize in bromeliads and 
carry a wide variety of plants selling species sought 
after by landscapers and private collectors alike.

Members strolled with ease through row after row of 
colorful plants thanks to the wide isles and well 
organized layout of the nursery. Over the years, the 
retail center at Sunshine continues to expand adding 
more varieties while maintaining the personal touch 
that only Josefa and her family can.

Customers who regularly visit this garden center will �ind something different on every visit! From large 
landscape species for your yard to something colorful for your porch or patio, there’s something for 
every level of gardening enthusiast at this premier nursery located in Southwest Ranches. 
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BSBC photographer Eric Petrusha took these photos before the members arrived to highlight not 
only the variety of species available, but the sheer volume of plants visitors can choose from each 
and every day with new plants arriving every week. 

Visitors will also �ind several unique displays 
throughout the nursery to spark their creativi-
ty and imagination. From wrought iron pieces 
like the cart display (right) to the wall of 
“minis” (above left) that help create separation 
from one area of the nursery to another. 

If you’ve not been to Sunshine Nursery lately, 
you owe it to yourself to go. You’ll �ind the staff 
and the selection to be one of the best in south 
Florida and it shows!
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The Best of Zoom

In October 2020, the LBVBS had Peter Tristram as their guest speaker.  
Peter is another Australian who is no stranger to bromeliad growers and 
admirers worldwide. 

Peter shares his tips from 40 years of growing, his vast nursery located 
on his well-manicured homestead, and his love of gardening in general. 
He admits that what started out as a hobby has grown into a wholesale 
business where he shares his plants and his knowledge with others 
around the world.

Watch Presentation Here

As the pandemic continues to disrupt our lives here in the US and beyond, bromeliad societies 
around the country continue to use the Zoom platform to share guest speakers and their skills with 
members everywhere. Some of the best out there were hosted by the La Ballona Valley Bromeliad 
Society or LBVBS for short. Their staff has put together several that we’ve shared in past issues in 
2020, but here are some new ones along with a few from the past year that you may have missed.

Watch Presentation Here

This episode was recorded on 8/3/21 and shows 
the master, Chester Skotak, sharing his tricks and 
tips for seed germination in Neoregelias. It’s a 
short video, but one that will demonstrate just 
how easy it is to create your very own cultivar.

Watch Presentation Here

Nathan Gazineu began collecting orchids at the 
age of �ive and by seven, he was sharing how to 
care for them on TV! He started collecting broms 
by age 17 after he was gifted a large collection 
from a well known botanist in Rio de Janeiro. His 
collection has grown exponentially since then 
and he shares his love of tillandsias and the 
latest in cultivars in this presentation. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kJzq4iy4Mos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0oVjd9fedXY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WsTUxmomj6o
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Australian Bruce Dunstan shares his gardens from down under and 
gives you an in-depth look at many of his secrets to growing and 
displaying one of the most diverse tillandsia collections you’ll see. 

Bruce takes being an enthusiast to an entirely new level, but you’ll 
enjoy every minute of this stroll through his gardens. His dedication 
to tracking the names and background of each plant is impressive not 
to mention the overall organization and creative ways he displays!

Watch Presentation Here

In Nov 2020, the LBVBS had Chester Skotak live and in person for yet 
another grand slam Zoom meeting! When it comes to growing 
bromeliads and more specifically, hybridizing. Chester Skotak is likely the 
most well known and successful grower out there. 

With over 550 registered plants and 100 patents to his credit, he’s never 
lost his humble nature and says he’s just getting started! In this meeting, 
Chester shares some of his journey with you and gives you a small 
glimpse into where he’s going. Be sure to have a pen ready because you’ll 
want to take note of plants you’ve likely never seen in circulation yet.

Watch Presentation Here

From April of 2021, here is another presentation with Chester Skotak. 
This time, Chester gives you the inside techniques on hybridizing and 
pollinating bromeliads. 

Every bromeliad grower knows that Chester’s plants are not only 
unique, but some of the most sought after in the world! His humble 
nature and simplistic approach to growing make his creations seem 
almost effortless, but don’t be fooled. 

His methodologies have become the benchmark by which bromeliad 
growers and hybridizers worldwide use to create their cultivars. Sit 
back and enjoy watching how his creative mind works and the steps he 
uses to create living works of art!

Watch Presentation Here

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1yAqG59YCrA&t=18s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6CygTrcrcE4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GzFBN151fEs
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From The Editor
I so enjoyed the nursery tour this month at Sunshine Bromeliads. Special 
thanks to Shirley Konefal for working so hard with the nursery staff to 
make it such an enjoyable and relaxing morning. For a “bromaddict”, it 
doesn’t get much better!

I of course made a beeline straight to the specialty items that Josefa had 
sorted out with the sign “Grandma’s Collection”. There were plants there 
that you’d be hard pressed to �ind anywhere else. Several that caught my 
eye were hybrid experiments long forgotten so there’s no labeling, but I 
just couldn’t pass them up!

The �irst plant that caught my eye is this 
unusual variegated bromeliad (left) 
which had no name tag and is hard to 
classify. At �irst glance it resembles an 
Aechmea or possibly a Portea with short 
spines on the leaves.

Then your eye goes out to the tip of the 
leaves (right) to see a dark needle-like 
tip that looks and feels like the tip of an 
Agave. I’ll have to really pay attention 
with this one!

This next row of plants were also from “Grandma’s Collection” and are all unknowns except 
maybe one (above center) which Shirley said she’s seen before and the bloom is magni�icent! The 
one that looks similar to an Aec. ‘mexicana’ (above left) actually has leaves with rippled edges and 
spines that blend in with the albomarginated edges! I’ve not seen anything like that before so I 
snagged two as I was shopping for some friends from Tampa Bay that couldn’t make the trip. I 
also got them the no-name Vriesea (above right) although I may have a hard time parting with it 
as it too is truly unique.
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Until next time, 
-Brad

As I kept browsing, I ran across a couple of 
these very colorful Neoregelias (left) that also 
look like a hybrid experiment. They’re just 
starting to color up so I can’t wait to see the 
�inal result and the next generation of pups.

The wide leaves and ablomarginated edges 
combined with the off-center stripe in the leaf 
adds interest and character that I just couldn’t 
pass up. Perhaps they were destined for the 
“island of mis�it toys”, but they found a forever 
home in my collection!  

Sunshine also had plenty of more common 
plants like this Aec. ‘tayoensis’ (right) and 
the Tillandsia ‘cyanea’ (far right). I’ve got a 
tayoensis so I got this one for my friends 
and we’ll split the pair of cyanea.

I could have come home with so much 
more, but I left plenty of unusual ones for 
the rest of the club members who 
attended the event. It really was a great 
way to spend a Saturday and I’m looking 
forward to the Bullis tour next month!

These last two plants come from the “Cool 
Kids” collection on my pool deck. The �irst 
is one of  Chester Skotak’s creations called 
Aec. ‘wild ace’ (far left). I purchased it from 
Michael’s Bromeliads in Venice, FL last 
year on our 2020 club trip. It's just begun 
to bloom so pups can’t be far behind. 

The other is an Aec. ‘samurai’ which is also 
blooming. It’s my favorite Aechmea and 
this particular plant has nice form so it 
may end up at the fall auction!

All in all, it’s been a great month for �inding new plants and I look forward to �inally having 
some live meetings starting in late Sept. My wife reminded me that I’m out of room so if I want 
to keep adding to my collection, I’ll have to sell several at the Plant Affair coming up in October. 
I hope you can attend since we didn’t have one last year.
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More Funny Plant Memes
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Becky Blackwood      Sabel Fernandez       Kay McGinn 

Linda Romalin   David Terifay    Eddie Yi Monica Moorman 

Vann Elliott  Nancy & Jim Kerns 

August Birthdays

Upcoming Events, Things to See

Date-Time Event Place

Mon. Sept. 27th 6:30 -8:30 pm Sept. BSBC General Mee�ng
Jim Ward Community Center 301 NW 46th Ave
Planta�on, FL 33317

Time To be announcedOct.
16, 17, 23, 24, 30, 31 Harvest Fes�val

Davie, FL 33330-1614Flamingo Gardens 3750 S
Flamingo Rd

Mon. Oct. 18th 6:30 -8:30 pm BSBC General Mee�ng
Jim Ward Community Center 301 NW 46th Ave
Planta�on, FL 33317

Sat. Oct. 23rd & Sun. Oct. 24th Plant Affair Heritage Park, Planta�on, FL 33317

Mon. Nov. 15th 6:30-8:30 BSBC Fall Auc�on
Jim Ward Community Center 301 NW 46th Ave
Planta�on, FL 33317

Mon. Dec. 20th 6:30-8:30 BSBC Holiday Party
Jim Ward Community Center 301 NW 46th Ave
Planta�on, FL 33317

Jan. 19-21 2022 Tropical Plant Interna�onal Expo Tampa Conven�on Center, Tampa, FL
June 2022 BSI World Conference Hya� Regency Sarasota, FL




