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Holiday Bromeliad Tree located at the Palm Beach Outlets at 1751 Palm Beach Lakes Blvd.
West Palm Beach, FL 33401. Designed and created by MBG and installed in collaboration with
Palm Beach Outlets. Thanks to MGB’s Joel, Matt and Michel and Tom from the Palm Beach
Bromeliad Society. Bromeliads purchased at Bullis Bromeliads in Homestead, FL.
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Af�iliations: BSBC supports the BSI, Cryptanthus Society and FCBS (2017-2020)
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Annual Holiday Party

It’s that time of year when we hang up the decorations, break out the sweet treats, and gather
with our friends and family to celebrate our favorite holiday traditions. Regardless of your
religious or spiritual beliefs, year-end holidays are celebrated around the world and in nearly
every culture. For members of the BSBC, it means a holiday party �illed with plants, food, and
fun. More importantly, this year’s party will once again be in person!
The evening will start with a buffet-style dinner featuring
home-cooked turkey and plenty of side dishes prepared by
our members. If you plan to attend, please bring a salad,
vegetable or casserole dish or if you prefer, your favorite
dessert or holiday treat to share with others.
We will have electric available if you choose to bring a
warming device like a crock pot.

Following the dinner, members will be treated to a holiday gift plant hand selected by our own
Shirley Konefal. She spends countless hours scouring local nurseries this time of year to �ind
something unique and special to add to your collection.
Next on the agenda is our annual White elephant plant swap or ‘Dirty Santa’ as it’s often
referred to this time of year! To participate, you just need to bring a special plant from your
collection or other gardening gift. Please wrap it so that players won’t
know what’s inside. Full rules will be handed out at the start of the game,
but when it’s your turn, you’ll be able to make a selection from the
remaining gifts or steal one already selected by someone else forcing
them to reselect from any gifts they desire. Once a gift is stolen 3 times,
it’s off limits and the last person to chose it, takes it home!
The fun can go on for some time so this event will start right after
the meal so we can be done and cleaned up by 8:30

If you haven’t sent your RSVP in yet, please do so that we make sure we
have plenty of food and drinks available. You can reply to the email sent to
you or call any of the board members listed on page 2.
This will be our last meeting for 2021 so we’d love for you to attend and
of course bring your Plus 1 and wrapped plant if you want to join the fun!
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Last Month‛s Auction Highlights
Last month’s meeting was our annual fall auction and the �irst one in
two years! We had to skip both auctions last year due to the pandemic so our members had a bumper crop of plants with many being
completely mature and in full bloom. While we had a slightly smaller
crowd, that just meant that those who attended had less competition
allowing them to get some great deals on amazing plants!

Buyers had over 140 plants to choose from with several duplicates
across various genera and species. This meant that if they missed out
on one, there were likely several more to be auctioned off. Peter had
to do some “bundling” towards the end, but the majority of plants
were sold as individual specimens due to their high quality.

It’s safe to say that if you missed this year’s fall auction, you missed one of the largest and best
selections of plants we’ve ever had. Of course that wouldn’t be the case without the generosity
and talent of the BSBC members who donated the majority of these plants.
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Several members arrived early so they could take their time and review each of the plants to
be auctioned off. This allowed them to make their list of ‘wants’ and ‘must haves’. Since all
of the plants were well grown and many in bloom, it didn’t take long for them to realize that
it would be hard to narrow the list down to a reasonable level....and stay in budget!
This year’s collection included a wide variety of smaller Neoregelia and Billbergia along with
dozens of larger landscape plants from the estates of BSBC founding member Maureen Frazell
and past president Richard Sedlak. These particular plants have been in foster care at Becky’s
and Brad’s homes for the past two years waiting to be incorporated into a garden display at a
Broward county park. Those projects were sadly sidelined due to covid and Broward County’s
desire to move forward incorporating only native Florida plant displays in their parks.

This gave our members and guests a chance to take home a memorable part of BSBC history as
many of these foster plants are not readily available in nurseries today. Knowing that they were
once the pride and joy of these talented past growers gave them even more value to those who
will now keep their legacy alive!

There were several paintings and artwork pieces from Maureen’s estate that also found their
new forever homes at this auction. For those who purchased them, they get a chance to cherish
the past, share with the present, and preserve them for future generations of growers and art
lovers alike who will surely appreciate them for the hidden gems that they are.
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Shirley Konefal brought some amazing plants from local nurseries as well as her own collection
and took the time to print out photos of the plants as they will appear when in full bloom. This
thoughtful gesture allowed the bidders a chance to see the mature plant before they bid on it.

As more members brought their donation plants in, table space quickly became a premium so the
larger Aechmeas and landscape plants were forced to reside on the �loor. This actually worked to
their advantage as it allowed the bidders a chance to see them from above and envision their bold
shapes and healthy size in their own landscapes. Some however were not for the faint of heart!
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The evening wouldn’t be as informative or as entertaining without the talents and skills of Peter
Kouchalakos, our auctioneer. Peter brings so much to the table that we can’t imagine having an
auction without him!

The staff and board members of the BSBC also contributed time and effort to make the evening a
success. As always, VP Shirley Konefal made sure to locate some rare plants at local nurseries to
add to those donated by herself and club members. Membership chair Sue Mather, and Melissa
Garvey along with our new Treasurer Linda Romalin and board member Shirley Wiggin kept the
registration and check out processes running smoothly. Tammy and Brad Beardsley helped to keep
up with Peter’s calls which is no easy task! Last but certainly not least, our talented photographer
Eric Petrusha did an amazing job capturing all these photos so we can share them with you.

Peter and his smile can light up any room

Brad and Tammy Beardsley resting when it was over

Shirley Konefal making sure it’s all ready to go

Sue Mather, Melissa Garvey, & Linda Romalin handled
registration and checkout along with Shirley Wiggin

All in all, it turned out to be the perfect auction after waiting so long to �inally have one. Nearly
everyone who attended got at least one item and many took home nearly a dozen or more! There
is something to be said for a slightly smaller and more focused group of buyers.

Besides being our primary fund raiser for the year, it was also a chance for our talented growers
to share the fruits of their labor with other members as well as guests who attended. We’re
already looking forward to our spring auction next April so save some money after the holidays
are over so you too can be holding a winning paddle next time!
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From The Editor
Last month was a busy month for this elf with a family wedding in IL,
business travel to Austria, preparations for the fall auction, and
saying goodbye to all the foster plants which I’ve been caring for. Of
course my dogs really like the extra space in the yard!
They were getting use to chasing the lizards around the sharp broms
that have been in their space for the past couple of years. While I’m
sad the plants didn’t end up in a Broward county park display, I’m
glad that they found new homes so that their legacy and that of their
former owners will continue which was the goal all along.

I now turn my focus to preparing for the holidays and of course what I will take for my ‘Dirty
Santa’ gift this year. After all, I’ve had an extra year to ponder this and the plant swap is always the
highlight of the year-end party so it has to be special. If you’re new to the society or haven’t joined
in the plant swap before, just wrap up a nice plant or garden item to share and join us!
We’ve had several members this year who continue to deal with aging and health issues and
while they continue to be in my thoughts, I want you to also consider sending them a card or a
phone call to brighten their day. Ann Schandelmayer has now been stuck at home since Nov. 2019
and continues to enrich the lives of her friends and family.
Larry Davis I’m told is now spending his days in an assisted living facility away from his shade
houses and plants which he loved so much. Both of these people have in�luenced my bromeliad
journey as well as those of other members so it’s only �itting that at this time of year we let them
know they are missed and thought of often.

Ann Schandelmayer has been an inspiration for years

Larry Davis, the man of a thousand hats and talents

You can send cards to Larry at Cross Pointe Care Center at 440 Phippen Waiters Rd, Dania
Beach, FL 33004; Room 29-A. Ann is fortunate to be at home so you can send cards and well
wishes to her at 5520 SW 5th St., Plantation, FL 33317. These two past members may not be at
the meetings anymore, but their impact on those they touched during their time is still present
to this day and is worth taking time to say, “thanks for all you’ve done for our society”.
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I’m often asked what is my favorite brom that I’ve grown over the years? For me, it’s hard to
say whether it’s the over sized Neo. ‘martin’ (below left) that got worm compost and lots of
love or perhaps the Ursulaea ‘macvaughii’ that I raised from seed (below center). Of course I
do have other plants besides bromeliads which I also love like the bonsai that I created from a
weathered and forgotten Bougainvillea (below right). Each time it blooms, it adds color to the
landscape and every plant around it.

I always enjoy my wood creations where I take an interesting piece of wood and turn it into
something special that over time looks very natural and graces my pool deck. My largest is the
tree root that I found in a ditch some 3 years ago (below left). I drove by it for days and �inally
had to stop to rescue it! With nearly a dozen tillandsia, a single Neo. ‘�ireball’ that has now
turned into a cluster and assorted ‘creatures’, it’s got to be one of my favorite creations.
To really appreciate it you
have to view it from all
sides so perhaps in 2022 I’ll
bring it to a meeting as a
‘show and tell’ item.
So here are my favs. What
are yours and what makes
them so special to you?
Drop me a line and some
photos so I can see for
myself and share with
others in our group.

Until next year,
-Brad
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December Birthdays

Brad Beardsley

Bria Beardsley

Anton Hahna

Upcoming Events, Things to See
Date-Time
Mon. Dec. 20th 6:30-8:30
Tues. Dec. 21st- 7 pm
Jan. 19-21 2022
Mar. 24-27
June 2022

Event
BSBC Holiday Party
BSSF Annual Auc�on
Tropical Plant Interna�onal Expo
BSSF Annual Show
BSI World Conference

Place
Jim Ward Community Center 301 NW 46th Ave
Planta�on, FL 33317
Fairchild Gardens, Coral Gables, FL
Tampa Conven�on Center, Tampa, FL
Fairchild Gardens, Coral Gables, FL
Hya� Regency Sarasota, FL
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