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One of many bromeliad Christmas trees we see this time of year.
2021 Naples Botanical Gardens; Photo sent by Bridgett Sheeks
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BROMELIAD SOCIETY OF BROWARD COUNTY
P.O. Box 17272
Plantation, FL 33318

Af�iliations: BSBC supports the BSI, Cryptanthus Society and FCBS (2017-2020)

Of�icers

President Brad Beardsley 954-531-7322
Vice President Shirley Konefal 954-632-4528
Treasurer Linda Romalin 954-907-1333
Recording Secretary Kevin Gale 954-328-2761
Corresponding Secretary Brad Beardsley 954-531-7322

Directors
Eric Petrusha 954-647-8548
Shirley Wiggin 954-472-0366
David Harris 305-342-4349

Committee Chairpersons
Country Store Brad Beardsley 954-531-7322
Membership Susan Mather 954-584-0908

Judith Lahey 954-764-0429
Photographer Eric Petrusha 954-647-8548
Plant Sale Table Shirley Konefal 954-632-4528
Publicity Brad Beardsley 954-531-7322
Refreshments Carol Plask/Jack Mackey 561-445-7649
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Annual Holiday Party

It’s that time of year when we hang up the decorations, break out the sweet treats, and gather 
with our friends and family to celebrate our favorite holiday traditions. Regardless of your 
religious or spiritual beliefs, year-end holidays are celebrated around the world and in nearly 
every culture. For members of the BSBC, it means a holiday party �lled with plants, food, and 
fun. More importantly, this year’s party will once again be in person!  

Following the dinner, members will be treated to a holiday gift plant hand selected by our own 
Shirley Konefal. She spends countless hours scouring local nurseries this time of year to find 
something unique and special to add to your collection.

Next on the agenda is our annual White elephant plant swap or ‘Dirty Santa’ as it’s often 
referred to this time of year! To participate, you just need to bring a special plant from your 
collection or other gardening gift. Please wrap it so that players won’t
know what’s inside. Full rules will be handed out at the start of the game,
but when it’s your turn, you’ll be able to make a selection from the 
remaining gifts or steal one already selected by someone else forcing
them to reselect from any gifts they desire. Once a gift is stolen 3 times, 
it’s off limits and the last person to chose it, takes it home!

The fun can go on for some time so this event will start right after 
the meal so we can be done and cleaned up by 8:30

The evening will start with a buffet-style dinner featuring 
home-cooked turkey and plenty of side dishes prepared by 
our members. If you plan to attend, please bring a salad, 
vegetable or casserole dish or if you prefer, your favorite 
dessert or holiday treat to share with others. 

We will have electric available if you choose to bring a 
warming device like a crock pot.

If you haven’t sent your RSVP in yet, please do so that we make sure we 
have plenty of food and drinks available. You can reply to the email sent to 
you or call any of the board members listed on page 2. 

This will be our last meeting for 2022 so we’d love for you to attend and 
of course bring your Plus 1 and wrapped plant if you want to join the fun! 
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Last Month‛s Auction Highlights

-

Our November auction showcased the talented growers of the BSBC 
and was another successful event hosted by Peter Kouchalakos! While 
some plants on the auction block were purchased from local nurseries, 
the majority of plants were donated from our members’ gardens. 

There were 6 tables packed full of gorgeous broms with several larger 
plants left sitting on the �loor. There were colorful specimens from 
many of the more popular genera along with several rare and unique 
plants not common to local nurseries. Peter said he’d not seen some of 
these species in years. We had a nice sized crowd for this annual event 
which helped keep prices from going too high, but many of the plants 
still created a bidding frenzy based on their quality and rareness.

Those familiar with our auctions showed up early to get �irst glimpse of all the plants 
up for sale. This gave them time to determine which were ‘must haves’ and which ones 
they could live without if the bidding got out of hand. Fortunately for everyone, there 
were so many nice looking plants to go around that everyone had a fair chance at going 
home with something they really wanted.
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There was something for everyone from small ornamental broms to large landscape plants and even 
a few driftwood creations. Past members were also represented at this auction which was a nice 
surprise. There were plants from the collections of BSBC founding member Maureen Frazell, past 
president Richard Sedlak, and from the private collection of Josefa Leon. Each of these past mem-
bers played major roles not only in the BSBC, but left their mark on the south Florida bromeliad 
culture. 

There were plenty of refreshments on hand to keep the bidders fueled for the next round thanks to 
the generosity of our members. We’d like to thank all those who participated and especially those 
who donated their botanical treasures to help support and fund our group as it embarks on it’s 58th 
year of existence in Broward county.
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From Our Gardens

As winter sets in here in south Florida, our beloved plants are starting to 
respond to cooler temps and less intense sun. Many of our plants now have 
colorful blooms and deep rich foliage that had lightened under the intense 
summer sun. While December is generally the start of our dry season, much 
of the area is still experiencing tropical rainfall more common to summer. 

This �irst photo (left) is from the gardens of Brigitte 
Sheeks. It’s a mature group of Aec. ‘blue tango’ living 
contently at the base of a small shade tree. 

Brigitte said that she’s had several more blooms in 
previous years, but this cluster will continue to grow 
and produce long-lasting blooms for years to come. 
Every brom enthusiast knows this Bullis hybrid well 
as it’s deep blue in�lorescence can easily be seen from 
far away. 

This next group of plants comes to us from the collection of Brad Beardsley. He has been a  
contributor to our garden section for the past several years. Primarily because he’s our editor 
and president and available to us on a regular basis.

He has several with nice looking in�lorescences this month including the Aec. ‘roberto menescal’ 
(upper left), Aec. ‘wicked’ variegated, Til. ‘antonio’, and a recent addition Neo. ‘plum collasal’ 
(upper far right). Brad and his plants have also been a regular at our auctions and plant sales.
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Here are some others from Brad’s collection. Many of these have been shared with members over 
the years through the raf�le table each month and of course through sales and donations. 
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Brad’s collection over the years has also included dozen’s of Tillandsia driftwood creations like 
the one shown above. This particular piece started when a large tree root (upper left) was left 
behind by hurricane Irma in a ditch in Broward county. It’s value was noticed while driving past it 
so naturally, he stopped and took it home. After a little cleaning, he went to work loading it with a 
combination of Neoregelias and Tillandsias (upper center). 

The Til. ‘super steve’ (upper right) was one of the more decorative Tilly’s that he has had in his 
collection. After getting 11 pups off the parent, these have become a favorite for his creations and 
donations to the BSBC auctions and sales.

Since this may be the last time his collection is shared with us, here are some of his favorite 
creations and blooms that he’s shared in previous issues. The wood creation (upper left) shows 
two Guz. ‘abigail’ that matured at the same time topped with a Til. ‘peach capitata’. He admits it 
was a struggle to get the Guzmanias to take root, but the effort was worth it.

The next is an Aec. ‘paniculigera’ gifted to him by Shirley Konefal and soon became a favorite 
in�lorescence as was this Bil. ‘darth vader’ to it’s right. Lastly in this row of pics was a Neo. pup 
(upper far right) that shows healthy and dense roots that he obtains by using the vermicompost 
that is created with  his 6 story ‘worm condo’. He maintains it to this day and credits it as the 
main reason his collection is hearty and produces a large quantity of pups.



9Until next time, 
-Brad
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From The Editor

But this year, I’m focusing on more than the past twelve months. I joined the BSBC in early 2017 
with no previous knowledge or experience with bromeliads. My journey into this group of plants 
began with a single purchase of an Aec. ‘deleon chantinnii’. It was being sold on eBay by Shirley 
Konefal and when I saw it was in Hollywood, I took a drive to pick it up. Little did I know that this 
purchase and chance meeting would change my focus and journey so profoundly!

I jumped in without a parachute which is typical for me, and I soon found a group of people that I 
could connect with and that needed my help. Their love of this unique plant group and their 
sel�less commitment to sharing their knowledge was infectious and it wasn’t long before I was 
hooked! I’ve gained a lot of knowledge and experience, but my success is really a product of their 
support and guidance. I’ve always believed that in everything you do, you get out of it what you 
put into it. In my professional career, I’ve always tried to lead by example. I hope the example I’ve 
set with the BSBC will inspire others to take a similar leap of faith and broaden their journey.

So as my time in the leadership of the club winds down, I re�lect 
on those who have helped and guided me. A special thanks to Sue 
Mather for all her hard work and dedication all these years. 

I’ll likely hang around for several more months and will surely 
have a large ‘giveaway’ next spring rather than leave so many 
plants behind. I want to thank Kevin Gale for volunteering to take 
over the Scurf and website. Give him the support you gave me!

So another year has come and gone and despite all the challenges 
thrown at us, we’ve made it through together! It’s at this time of year 
that our thoughts focus on family and friends and all that has trans-
pired over the past twelve months.

We set goals for the coming year and �ind reasons to justify why the 
pesky resolutions for this year fell short of their goals. After all, we had 
a whole year to accomplish them, but few if any ever make it past the 
end of January!
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December Birthdays

Bria Beardsley 

Brad Beardsley 

Anton Hana




