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Aec. 'castelnavii' in bloom. Photo by Brad Beardsley
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Our February meeting will be Thursday 2/24 due to President‛s Day. We hope
to see a full house for this one as we are back to business as usual. Don‛t be
late as the meeting starts at 6:30 pm sharp!
February is also election month for officers and we will be discussing upcoming
shows at Flamingo Gardens and Heritage Park that we will be selling at.

Af�iliations: BSBC supports the BSI, Cryptanthus Society and FCBS (2017-2020)
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February Guest Speaker
This month’s speaker will be Peter Kouchalakos.
Most of you know Peter as the “Master of Ceremonies” (auctioneer) at our Society auctions
every year. But did you know that he has an
extensive history in Florida’s plant community?
Even though he was in the legal profession at
�irst, he pivoted before it was fashionable. He
and his wife Clara formed a business decades
ago called “PCK Orchids and Exotic Plants”.

Peter is a regular seller at local and regional plant shows throughout Florida. He has been a
member of many orchid and bromeliad societies across Florida and beyond. He has held
of�ice in many of these organizations and served several terms as President of the Bromeliad
Society of South Florida.

Peter learned about plants the best way, through practical experience combined with trial
and error! He was fortunate enough to befriend many of the pioneers of the bromeliad world
and was able to gain valuable insight and knowledge by working directly beside them.
This month Peter will be leaving his auctioneer gavel at home so he can share his years of
experiences, tips, and tricks with the BSBC. He also has years of installation experience
using a varieties of plants from bromeliads to orchids and so much more. So bring your
questions regarding speci�ic applications, growing techniques, diseases, and culture for your
bromeliads and orchids or anything gardening related.
Peter will be bringing a variety of plants to sell so come �ind some special plants to round
out your collection!

DON‛T FORGET THAT FEBRUARY IS
ALSO THE MONTH TO PAY YOUR
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES.
DON‛T FORGET, WE KNOW WHERE
YOU LIVE!
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Last Month‛s Meeting
Dave Johnston from St. Petersburg, FL was our monthly
speaker and he shared a new program he created entitled
“Bad A** Bi-generics” which �it the work to a tee!

Dave taking a much needed break!

In this presentation, Dave explored the latest in hybrids and
bi-generic plant species that are becoming the focus of many
of the world’s top hybridizers and enthusiasts. For years,
growers have been blending various characteristics from 1
or more plants in the same genera to create an interesting
and gorgeous new specimen. Some of your favorite Neos
and Billbergias have become so common place, we take for
granted the years and failures it took to stabilize that
hybrid.

In this colorful and informative presentation, BSBC
photographer Eric Petrusha captured many of the
images as Dave shared them.

More than just blending for color or shape, the pictures Dave gathered show how growers are
creating entirely new genera of plants crossing multiple boundaries Mother Nature has given
them. In doing so, these visionaries have created plants that transcend and transform the ever
growing world of bromeliads.

If you missed the presentation, you can visit the FCBS, the Bromeliad Cultivar Registry on BSI,
and other internet resources to �ind more information and photos on the fascinating world of
bi-generics. Typing the names of these unusual plant groups into your search browser of choice
may seem odd and tedious, but you’ll �ind trying to pronounce them to be much harder!
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Before and after the presentation, members had plenty of time to also purchase plants from the
selection that Dave brought with him. Much like the evening’s format, Dave’s selection of plants
had many unusual hybrids from his personal collection that he himself hybridized.
Each was a unique �ind so once that one was gone, there wasn’t another one like it on the sale
table. Proving once again, ‘the early bird gets the worm’ or in this case, the bi-generic.
The raf�le tables
were full as usual
so those that came
late and missed out
on something from
Dave’s tables, still
had a chance to go
home with a new
treasure!
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BSBC Officer Elections
As a 501(c)3 non-pro�it organization, the BSBC has a corporate charter that requires we have an
election of required of�icers every two years. These are volunteer positions which are voted on by a
majority of the membership. Along with the Board of Directors and committee chairpersons, the
elected of�icers work to plan and execute monthly meetings, annual events, and educational opportunities that engage the community during their two-year reign. Without these volunteers ful�illing
this primary function, the BSBC would cease to exist.
The elected positions and general duties include:
President- Oversees and coordinates general meetings and efforts of the leadership team
Vice-President- Helps to facilitate guest speaker engagements and overall event planning
Secretary- Records monthly board meeting minutes and supports other leadership roles
Treasurer- Oversees general banking & accounting functions and tax �ilings as required
Corresponding Secretary- Editor of the Scurf , website, and general member communications

In previous years, as is often the case, many of the current group of of�icers are forced to simply
switch roles or continue to serve another term due to a lack of new candidates coming forward.
Dwindling membership and sporadic live meetings caused by the pandemic over the past two
years has threatened the very existence of groups such as ours. Now more than ever, it’s important
that we band together to help turn the tide of isolation and work to keep what we love alive!

Here is your chance to be a part of the leadership team and help continue the efforts of the BSBC as
we go through our 58th year of existence. Only with your support and assistance can we continue
to prosper and evolve. There are few requirements for most of the roles and any member who
wishes to be considered simply needs to step forward to be nominated. We will be taking nominations by email, phone, or in person at this month’s general meeting with voting taking place at the
March general meeting.
Don’t let the dream of our founding members and those who have so graciously given their time
over the past half century become just another sad statistic of the pandemic. Step up and help us
continue to provide the one thing that helped get all of us through these unprecedented times. If it
wasn’t for the ability to retreat to our gardens to help cope and withstand the isolation, much of
2020 would have been even worse!
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From Our Gardens

This month we’re sharing some lovely blooming Billbergias sent in by Susan Mather (above left
& center) and a wide variety of colorful species found at Rich Mediavilla’s home.

This next group of blooming broms come from the gardens of Keith London who continues to
amaze us with his growing skills as well as his abilities behind the camera lens. Not surprising as
Keith was recently named as one of the Naturescape Emerald award winners for his residential
landscape. Congratulations, Keith!

Gina Havens shares her cluster
of Skotak’s Neo. ‘Bachata’ (far
left). The lovely blooming Portea
(left center) was sent in by
Linda Romalin while Jackie
Fisher sent us a pic of a large
cluster blooming in one of her
trees. It’s always a great day
when your garden gives you
such pleasures and treasures!
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WORLD CONFERENCE
If you’re planning to take your education and bromeliad experience
to the next level, you’ll want to consider attending the BSI “Big
Show” World Conference being held in Sarasota, FL this coming June.

The date will be here before you know it so now is the time to plan.
The conference was postponed last year due to the pandemic, but it’s
taking place this year and growers and enthusiasts from all of the
world will be there to share their experiences and visions for where
they see the bromeliad industry going in the future. From cherry
pineapples to the latest hybrids, you’re sure to see it all there!

There will be tours to several west coast nurseries, a judged event as
well as show and sale. There will be plenty of keynote speakers along
with some of the top leaders and growers in the industry. See the
latest bulletin from the BSI below including a show schedule.
WBC 2022 Schedule

Invited Speakers:

Elton Leme – Brazil
Eric Gouda – Netherlands
Ivon Ramirez – Mexico
Julián Aguirre-Santoro – Colombia
Graeme Barclay – New Zealand
Bruce Holst – Florida
Cristy Brenner – California
Jerry Raack – Ohio

────

Events:

World Bromeliad Conference

June 8-11, 2022
Hyatt Regency Sarasota
World Bromeliad Conference 2022
Join Bromeliad lovers from around the world at the
Bromeliad Society International’s 24th World Bromeliad
Conference which will be held in Sarasota for the first time!

Conference Opening/Reception
Judged Plant Show
A Huge Plant Sale
Optional Bus Tours
Behind-the-Scenes visits to:
Michael’s Bromeliads
Tropiflora
Home Garden Visits
Guided Behind-the-Scenes Tour
Marie Selby Botanical Gardens
Banquet with Keynote Speaker
Rare Plant Auction

────

Wednesday, June 8, 2022
Morning:
Optional Bus Tour to Michael’s Bromeliads
plus a Light Lunch & Home Garden Visit
Plant Show Entries
Afternoon:
Plant Show Judging
Plant Sale Setup
Evening:
Official Conference Opening, Reception and
Welcome Address

Conference Registration:
$335 if paid by May 26, 2022
$395 at the conference

BSI Membership

Afternoon:
Plant Sale Setup
Plant Show Open for registrants only

Join the BSI at https:/www.bsi.org. Start
by clicking on the WBC menu and then
select WBC REGISTRATION.

Evening:
Cocktail Reception
Plant Sale Open for registrants only
Friday, June 10, 2022
Morning:
Behind-the-Scenes Bus Tour (registrants only)
to Marie Selby Botanical Gardens

Evening:
Rare Plant Auction
Saturday, June 11, 2022
Morning and early afternoon:
Four Speakers

www.BSI.org

After you register for the conference,
you can also make hotel reservations at
a special price with free parking and no
resort fees.

To register for the conference, you need
to become a BSI member if you aren’t
one already. Membership rates start at
only $15 for first-time members.

Morning and Afternoon:
Plant Sale Open
Plant Show Open

Mix and mingle with attendees from all over the world at the
Hyatt Regency Sarasota with its beautiful waterfront setting
and nearby fine dining, beaches, shopping, museums, and
other sightseeing opportunities.

More Information

For more information on WBC 2022,
just go to the BSI website at
https:/www.bsi.org and click on the
WBC menu choice near the top.

Thursday, June 9, 2022
Morning:
Optional Bus Tour to Tropiflora
plus a Light Lunch & Home Garden Visit

Afternoon:
Four Speakers

Attendees will have the opportunity to go behind the scenes
at Marie Selby Botanical Gardens (with its collection of
over 1300 Bromeliad species) and Michael’s Bromeliads
and Tropiflora with their collector-grade Bromeliads.

Join us for THE BIG SHOW at World Bromeliad
Conference 2022 with this amazing opportunity to learn,
grow and explore!

Tuesday, June 7, 2022 (pre-conference)
BSI Board Meeting, Judges School, and
Plant Show Entries

Morning and early afternoon:
Plant Sale Open
Plant Show Open
Evening:
Banquet with Keynote Speaker

BSI MEMBERSHIP RATES
First-Time Indiv. Dual
Member* Renewal Renewal
ONE-YEAR RATES
Electronic
$15
$25
$35
Only
Printed Journal
US Bulk
$35
$50
$60
US First-Class
$40
$55
$65
Int’l Air Mail
$45
$60
$70
THREE-YEAR RATES
Electronic
N/A
$70
$100
Only
Printed Journal
US Bulk
N/A
$140 $170
US First-Class
N/A
$155 $185
Int’l Air Mail
N/A
$170 $200
Journal

(*For First-Time Member Dual rate, add $10)

See you at WBC 2022 in June!
http://BSI.Org
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From The Editor
I’m always full of questions and anxious anticipation when I get a
new plant I’ve not grown before. How long will it take to mature?
What will the bloom or in�lorescence look like? More importantly,
how long will it last? And lastly, how many pups will I get from it?
Answers to these questions and more may not be revealed for an
entire growing season or even longer and the anticipation grows
even if I’ve seen pictures of mature forms of the species. Well this
month, my collection saw many of my latest editions mature and
bloom ending the anticipation!

The �irst of these to bloom was my Aec. ‘castelnavii’ (above left) gifted to me by Shirley Konefal.
She said the bloom would be stunning and she wasn’t wrong. She also gave me the Aec. ‘wicked’
(above center) which actually lasted much longer than I thought it would. Now for the pups!

While the next group are not necessarily new to me, seeing a Til. ‘ionantha vanhyningii’ (upper
left) or an Aec. ‘harvey’s pride’ (center) go into bloom always stops me in my tracks. Several of
my Vriesea species are also looking quite healthy this winter (above right). With a diameter in
excess of �ive feet, my Vri. ‘gigantea nova’ commands a spot among the other large specimens
that reside under the tall pines and sturdy oak tree in my back yard.

Until next time,
-Brad
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February Birthdays
Tammy Beardsley
Paul Finlayson
David Harris

Upcoming Events, Things to See
Date-Time
Feb. 24; 6:30 pm

Event
BSBC monthly mee�ng

Mar. 12-13; 10am-4pm

Orchids in Bloom

Mar. 19-20
Mar. 21; 6:30 pm
Revised date to be
announced

Exo�c Plant Fes�val & Bonsai Show
BSBC monthly mee�ng

Apr. 16-17; 9:30am-4pm
Apr. 18; 6:30 pm
May 7-8
May 16th 6:30 pm
June

BSSF Annual Show and Sale
40th Interna�onal Orchid & Bromeliad
Show- BSBC has a booth!
BSBC monthly mee�ng
Heritage Park Plant Sale
BSBC Spring Auc�on
BSI World Conference

Place
Jim Ward Community Center- Planta�on
Fairchild Gardens, 10901 Old Cutler Rd, Coral
Gables, FL 33156
Flamingo Gardens, 3750 South Flamingo Road
Davie, FL 33330
Jim Ward Community Center- Planta�on
Fairchild Gardens, 10901 Old Cutler Rd, Coral
Gables, FL 33156
Flamingo Gardens, 3750 South Flamingo Road
Davie, FL 33330
Jim Ward Community Center- Planta�on
Heritage Park in Planta�on, FL
Jim Ward Community Center- Planta�on
Hya� Regency Sarasota, FL
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