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Mystical and rare Billbergias in bloom a mile up on Grandfather Mountain, North Carolina
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BROMELIAD SOCIETY OF BROWARD COUNTY
P.O. Box 17272
Plantation, FL 33318

Af�iliations: BSBC supports the BSI, Cryptanthus Society and FCBS (2017-2020)

Of�icers  
President Elect  Brad Beardsley   954-531-7322
Vice President  Shirley Konefal   954-632-4528
Treasurer   Charlene "Becky" Blackwood 954-791-8017
Recording Secretary  Melissa Stevens   954-275-5526
Corresponding Secretary Brad Beardsley   954-531-7322

Directors  
    Eric Petrusha    954-647-8548
    Melissa Stevens   954-275-5526
    Shirley Wiggin   954-472-0366
  
Committee Chairpersons  
Country Store   Brad Beardsley   954-531-7322
Librarian   Charlene "Becky" Blackwood 954-791-8017
Membership   Susan Mather    954-584-0908
    Judith Lahey    954-764-0429
Photographer   Eric Petrusha    954-647-8548
Plant Sale Table  Shirley Konefal   954-632-4528
Publicity   Brad Beardsley   954-531-7322
Refreshments   Harriet Abo    954-434-8466

With every New Year there is always great anticipation and hope for the next 
twelve months. Whether you set resolutions and goals for improved health, 
prosperity or that dreaded weight loss, 2021 will more likely be the year of 
“wait and see.”

We hope that in the coming months the pandemic starts to lessen it’s grip on 
our nation now that several vaccines are available and distribution is under-
way. We are optimistic that the BSBC will be able to gather at some point in 
2021 so that together we can rejoice and put this chapter behind us. We will  
continue to monitor the situation locally so that we may once again meet and 
share our love of bromeliads even if only in smaller groups and outside.
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Keeping In Touch...Safely
By now, most of us have learned to venture out on a somewhat limited basis whether for work, 
healthcare visits, or just to get the basic necessities like food and cleaning supplies. Whatever 
your level of comfort is for leaving the safety of your home, the one thing that everyone knows is 
that you have to do it with concern for yourself as well as those around you.

Not seeing your friends and family for weeks and months on end has become a reality for us all. 
However, we’ve learned that the risk of exposure is less when wearing masks and practicing 
social distancing and particularly when done so outdoors.

Fortunately for gardeners, one of the best places to meet is at your local nursery. Here we see 
three dear friends gathering for a long awaited reunion at Sunshine Bromeliads in SW Ranches, 
FL. Seen here is the owner of this legendary nursery, Josefa León along with BSBC members 
Shirley Konefal and Harry Sperling.

These three have been friends for decades and like so many of us, they’ve found a way to keep 
that friendship alive during this pandemic. We share this image as a reminder that while we 
must be vigilant against the threat of the virus, the human spirit isn’t something that can survive 
for months on end without the love, support, and comfort it needs from those closest to us.

If you �ind yourself going stir crazy while waiting for this health crisis to end, call up your BFF’s 
and head to Sunshine Bromeliads or your neighborhood nursery for an afternoon out. Who 
knows, you may even come back with a plant or two which helps support the small businesses 
who are also suffering. Stay safe, stay well!

Left to right, Josefa León, Shirley Konefal, and Harry Sperling
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From Our Gardens...
Winter time in south FL delivers a perfect blend of cooler temperatures, 
sun, and just enough rainfall to bring out the best in our bromeliad gardens. 
Neo’s are coloring nicely after a long hot summer and the Aechmeas and 
Billbergias quickly adapt to the changes as well. Many of these begin to 
bloom and the contrast in their foliage returns after many were bleached by 
the intense summer sun.

This month’s garden is one we’ve toured before, but there is always something new to see at the 
home of members Tammy and Brad Beardsley.  Full disclosure, the proximity and access to their 
gardens from our editor’s home is uncanny and the reason for the repeat! From blooming 
Tillandsias, Aechmeas, Billbergias, and many more, there is so much to see so we will highlight 
just a few this time around.

Bill. ‘cherry bomb’ Tillandsia & bromeliad creation Aec. ‘�lamingo’

Looks similar to the cover photo??? A few of the “Kool Kids” that hang out in the pool area
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Neo. cruenta ‘Fairchild’ x concentrica

Aec. Chantinii ‘ebony’ Neo. ‘pendula’Neo. ‘tricolor’ arrangement

Bill. ‘darth vader’ 10 pups at once! Alcantarea. ‘odorata’

Tillandsia & bromeliad creation



6

The “path” less traveled lately! 3 year old Neo. ‘big mac special’

Hanging broms w/orchids above Several tillandsia creations and assorted bromeliads

Assortment of Neos, Guzmanias, Tilly’s and various Aechmeas Tammy’s piglets w/Aec. ‘alvarez’
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Large Aec. ‘blanchetiana’ beneath dozens of tillandsias Bonsai Bougainvillea in bloom

Aec. ‘harvey’s pride’ Aec. ‘pinot noir’, Vri. ‘mint julip’, Vri. ‘gigantea’ among others

Foster plants that keep multiplying taking even more room! Till. ‘ionantha’ on the roll around rack
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From The Editor
Happy New Year! We’ve not seen each other in a group setting for nearly a 
year and while there’s hope this will end sooner than later, so far 2021 
feels a lot like 2020! 

My family started the new year with a trip to Boone, NC on Jan. 1st in 
hopes that a change in scenery and time in the mountains would be a 
relaxing start to 2021. It was beautiful as always, but driving twelve hours 
each way to avoid public transit certainly has it’s challenges. Our two dogs 
went as well which always adds to the adventure. It’s not for the faint of 
heart, but once we got to the cabin we were glad we made the journey.

While in the “hills”, we visited lots of antique 
shops where we always �ind treasures. I look for 
anything gardening related and always come 
home with a pot or something interesting for my 
outdoor areas. 

I found two silk xerographica’s (at right) in one 
antique shop and while I found them interesting, 
I passed since I have several of the real “McCoys”. 
No “Hat�ield’s” for this brom lover!

I also came across this interesting mixed plant (left) while in a 
garden center. You’d think you’d have a hard time �inding live 
plants in the middle of January in NC, but that wasn’t the case. After 
all, we were surrounded by Christmas tree farms which made the 
drive into town each day really special. 

This arrangement combined a living orchid with a silk version of 
what appears to be a blooming Aec. chantinii ‘deleon’. It was so real 
looking it almost fooled me. I had to touch the foliage several times 
before I realized it was silk. The smaller size was also a dead give 
away as mine are considerably larger than this one and they bite!

The color combinations and the fact that the orchids are living 
made me want one, but I was content to just take a photo to share.

After all, I knew when I got home there’d be plenty of new pups and things to see in my garden so 
no sense getting a fake plant arrangement that would likely be crushed by the dogs in the back of 
the SUV! I was able to get my plant �ix each day walking in the brisk mountain air and enjoying all 
the Christmas tree farms around us. 

I was fortunate enough to capture some rare Billbergias at the top of Grandfather Mountain. It 
was windy and bitter cold, but worth the trek up the 5,900’ mountain. It could have been the zero 
degree windchill, but I know what I saw and now so can you on this month’s cover photo!
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Until next time, 
-Brad

When I got home, I found several pups on the Neo. ‘concentrica’ that I‘ve shared before. The 
parent (above left) had already given me no less than twenty-four pups in the past two years. I 
removed seven more (above right) when I got home bringing the total to thirty-one pups off this 
single parent! If you’d like one, I promise there will be a dozen or more on the raf�le table at our 
�irst meeting in 2021.

Photo by Keith London Photo by Maureen Hunter

Lastly, here are a couple of honorable mentions sent to me. The �irst (upper left) is a beautiful 
blooming Billbergia sent to me by Keith London. I always love seeing these blooms, but wish 
they’d last longer. The other one (upper right), is a Quesnelia ‘tim plowman’ that Joan Eddings 
who is a neighbor purchased from me late last year. When I saw the bloom I realized that I have 
several of these, but I’ve never had one bloom. I guess I’ll have to see what Joan did to get so lucky.

Special thank you to both growers for sharing these with me.
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Upcoming Events, Things to See

 Marinell Hahna  Brigitte Sheeks
  Diane Leiner   Emma Simmons Robert Smith  
 Shirley Wiggin  Gayle Spinell-Gellers

January Birthdays

As the pandemic continues to restrict large gatherings of any kind, many of the annual spring 
plant shows are likely still on hold. Those that will be held, will certainly have the same crowd 
restrictions and social distancing guidelines that we are experiencing everywhere.

We’ll update our list as more become available so that you can plan accordingly. If you know of 
any you’d like to share, please let us know so that we can pass along the information with every-
one.

Date-Time Event Place
June 8-12 BSI World Conference Hya� Regency Sarasota, FL

Oct. 23-24, 2021
Annual BSSF Judged Show, Auc�on and
Sale

Fairchild Tropical Botanical Garden
10901 Old Cutler Road, Coral Gables, FL 33156


