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Part of the Tropi�lora display at the World Bromeliad Conference in Sarasota
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Our next indoor meeting at Jim Ward Community Center won‛t be until
September 19th. In the meantime,we‛re working on another special
event like the one held at Keith London‛s house. If you missed it, I‛m
sure Keith will arrange a tour complete with “to go” plants.
So keep an eye on your inbox for updates from the BSBC throughout
the scorching days of summer and stay hydrated while in your garden!
Af�iliations: BSBC supports the BSI, Cryptanthus Society and FCBS (2017-2020)
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Keith London Garden Tour
BSBC members were invited to tour the
gardens of member Keith London this
month and what a treat it was! Keith’s
hard work and dedication was rewarded with a 2022 Emerald Award from
Broward County, and it didn’t take long
to see why. He has been working on his
landscape for over thirty years and his
collection goes well beyond bromeliads
and even his own yard, allowing his
neighbors to enjoy it as well!

As much of South Florida continues to be cleared for development, seeing landscapes like Keith’s
that have mature trees and lush foliage are becoming more scarce. The tour started with Keith
sharing insight into what the property looked like when he purchased it and how he started much
of the collection from gifted plants and ‘curb-side treasures’ tossed out by his neighbors. Each
was placed in the yard with care and forethought knowing how each would do as it matured.
There’s even a large bee hive on the property that he respects, but allows nature to manage it.

Keith pointing out key aspects of the landscape
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It was hard to tell if Keith favored one plant type over another because there was such diversity in
the collection. From giant plumeria trees that rival the massive oaks surrounding them to the
well-manicured orchids, everywhere you turned, color and shapes caught your eye. There were
massive monsteras that reached high into the oaks, bromeliad colonies mixed with ferns, aroids,
and fruit bearing plants of all kinds. There were tillandsia clusters in the trees as well as bamboo
stands that block the scorching sun and the view from outside Keith’s oasis.

While some homeowners choose to remove anything that falls to the ground, Keith chooses the
natural approach. He uses much of the organic material that falls from above to help nurture and
feed the plants below. This holistic approach to gardening certainly works well for the property
and makes the best use of water, sun, and Keith’s time. He told us that he regularly gives fruit and
cuttings from his plants to his neighbors which enriches the landscapes of the entire block.
Beyond the guided tour, Keith and
his lovely wife opened up their
home to our members with a nice
selection of food, drinks, and even
a botanical arrangement (left)
that Keith assembled from lobster
claw and bromeliad blooms. If you
missed the tour, you can always
reach out to Keith. Just make sure
you have room in your car for the
plants you’ll surely leave with!
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BSI World Conference

Main display created by Tropi�lora that greeted attendees at the entrance to the event. Truly a “Big Show” spectacle!

Here are some closeups (above) of the Tropi�lora displays. The textures, colors, and variety of
plants they displayed and sold during the event were simply breathtaking. Dennis Cathcart,
owner and founder of Tropi�lora, was on site selling and autographing his new book Koulèv:
Adventures of an American Snake Hunter, Book One. It will no doubt become a ‘must have’ for
bromeliad enthusiasts and botanical adventurers alike!

Several other societies and nurseries from
around the state also had displays on the
event �loor and around the hotel venue for
all the guests to admire.

The Sarasota Bromeliad Society had their own amazing display

Michael Kiehl’s team from Venice, FL came
loaded not only with award-winning plants
for the judged show, but overwhelmed
buyers with their selection on sale during
several days of the event.
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The BSI, their vendors, and the local society support staff did a superb job in handling this global
event which drew over 250 attendees from 20 different countries! There were several catered
meals and happy hour events so attendees could socialize with each other. There were beautiful
charter buses to get everyone to and from the various nursery and garden tours that took place
during the �ive day event. One of the highlights to attendees was the backstage tour at Selby
Botanical Gardens.

Located in Sarasota, Selby invited the BSI group to come see their massive collection as well as
enjoy a scrumptious breakfast while watching a presentation of their new expansion. During the
presentation, members learned that Selby is not only an af�iliate of the Smithsonian, but they
have the most extensive collection of bromeliads on the planet! The planned expansion includes a
restaurant and parking garage along with state-of-the-art research facilities needed at Selby.
Selby’s staff has gathered plants from around the world
and catalog each, keeping basically 2 of each plant. Their
herbarium collection contains seeds from around the
world as well to ensure these plants are here for future
generations to enjoy! Each plant has a tag that helps them
track it’s name, origin, and other information (below left).
Right now there is special exhibit focusing on the poetry
and art work of Patti Smith and her long-time partner
Robert Mapplethorpe. The expansion at Selby when complete will be a one-of-a-kind botanical wonder!
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The World Bromeliad Conference had it all. Exploration, education, plant
sales, rare plant auction, and of course, a judged show where the best of
the best came to be anointed by the judges! David Fell from Hawaii took
Best In Show with his Vriesea ‘Rainbow’ with Florida’s Michael Kiehl
getting Best In Show- Horticulture for his Aechmea phanerophlebia.

With all the changes in taxonomy classi�ications, there were several plants
that had little exposure before this show. The colors, textures, and unique
presentations captured the attention of every attendee creating a plant
frenzy leading up to the rare plant auction where Michael Kiehl’s rare
variegated Androlepsis skinnerii sold for $800!
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We know to our readers that it’s all about the plants, and we’ve tried to squeeze as many photos
as we could into these few pages. However, this selection doesn’t begin to cover the dozens of
entries and categories that were on display. Each attendee that passed through the show surely
struggled to pick a favorite. Since they were all amazing specimens, there were no real losers!
Judges scored the plants on so many criteria that the difference between �irst place and an award
of merit could have been the type or amount material the grower put on the top!

So- did you pick a favorite from the ones shown here? If you zoom in on each photo, you’ll often
see the category, plant name, grower, and placement in the show. Thank you to the BSI for staying
the course over that past two years and congratulations to all who entered. In our judgment, each
one is a winner!
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From The Editor
The only way to equate having the opportunity to
experience the BSI World Conference in person
would be to visit the North Pole in December!

From the moment I saw the �irst displays, I knew it
would be amazing! I experienced several days and
nights �illed with plant viewing, plant sales, rare
plant auctions, chatting with people I’d never met
like we were old friends and seeing presentations
from top growers from around the world.

I missed the �irst day trip to Michael’s Bromeliads, but I made up for it the next day as I spent
hours treasure hunting at Tropi�lora. As luck would have it, I even won a raf�le ticket (above right)
to be one of ten lucky winners to get a thirty minute head start at the plant sale! Below are some
of the dozens of plants I picked up at Tropi�lora and the plant sale. I even got my daughter Bria
some classics which I placed on the table (lower left) and immediately sent pics to her!

Bria’s stash of “greenies”

Neo. ‘van durme’

Guz. ‘bismarckii’ (Peru)

Vri. hybrid (Bullis)

Guzmania unknown

Alcan. ‘vini color’ (Bullis)

Vri. hybrid ‘nova’

Bill. ‘allan ladd’ (Australia)

I also scored nearly two dozen tillandsias and mini neos for my driftwood creations as well as
many more unique plants that I don’t have room to share here. Let’s just say there will be
some new species at our auctions and raf�le table in 2023!
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I promised my wife I’d avoid the “spikey ones” which didn’t happen (above), but in my defense,
they were everywhere! Let’s face it, I’m weak when I see delicate yet lethal combinations of
beauty and bite! I also put some of the blame on fellow BSBC member Brian Korstjens who also
treated himself to a week of brom indulgence by attending the show. Like me, he too loves the
genus Dyckia and all the other blood-letting genera we saw. I also got to connect with dozens of
people from other societies around the country and the globe!

June Birthdays

Until next time,
-Brad

Craig Allen

Bob Moorman

Hal Wiggin

Ann Schandelmayer

Upcoming Events, Things to See
Date-Time
Event
Place
June-Aug is Summer Break- BSBC general mee�ngs resume in Sept. with summer nursery tours to be annouced
July TBD
Garden/Nursery Tour
To Be Announced
Aug. TBD
Garden/Nursery Tour
To Be Announced
Sept. 19th, 6:30 PM
Monthly Mee�ng- Dr. Terri Bert
Jim Ward Community Center- Planta�on
Oct. 17th, 6:30 PM
Monthly Mee�ng- Alex Bello
Jim Ward Community Center- Planta�on
Volunteer Park 12050 W. Sunrise Blvd,
Oct. 22nd & 23rd
50th Broward County Plant Aﬃar
Planta�on, FL 33323
Nov. 21st, 6:30 PM
BSBC Fall Auc�on
Jim Ward Community Center- Planta�on
Dec. 19th, 6:30 PM
Holiday Party
Jim Ward Community Center- Planta�on
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