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Variegated Aec. ‘fasciata’ in bloom
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BROMELIAD SOCIETY OF BROWARD COUNTY
P.O. Box 17272
Plantation, FL 33318

Af�iliations: BSBC supports the BSI, Cryptanthus Society and FCBS (2017-2020)

Of�icers  
President    Brad Beardsley   954-531-7322
Vice President  Shirley Konefal   954-632-4528
Treasurer   Charlene "Becky" Blackwood 954-791-8017
Recording Secretary     
Corresponding Secretary Brad Beardsley   954-531-7322

Directors  
    Eric Petrusha    954-647-8548
    Shirley Wiggin   954-472-0366
    David Harris    
  
Committee Chairpersons  
Country Store   Brad Beardsley   954-531-7322
Librarian   Charlene "Becky" Blackwood 954-791-8017
Membership   Susan Mather    954-584-0908
    Judith Lahey    954-764-0429
Photographer   Eric Petrusha    954-647-8548
Plant Sale Table  Shirley Konefal   954-632-4528
Publicity   Brad Beardsley   954-531-7322
Refreshments   

Our indoor meetings will resume Monday, 
Sept. 27th from 6:30-8:30. Our new home 
is the Jim Ward Community Center located 
at 301 NW 46th Ave Plantation, FL 33317.

We will be meeting here the 4th Monday of 
each month and will follow the same 
agenda as before with interesting guest 
speakers, refreshments, Country Store, 
and of course plenty of raf�le table space!

Jim Ward Community Center- New home of the BSBC!
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Final Spring Meeting

The raf�le tables were �illed with dozens of landscape and ornamental bromeliads and there was no 
shortage of participants willing to take a chance by dropping their golden ticket into the pot! Other 
members graciously brought in their excess billbergias and landscape plants to give away to all.

Once again, the newcomers and visitors won the majority of the plants which ironically happened 
the month before. Not only did this make a great �irst impression for them, but it’s another reason 
why you never want to miss a meeting or the opportunity to add something new to your collection!

We had a good crowd with plenty of plants to hand out and even time to discuss a few items still on 
the agenda from the our only two 2020 meetings. The meeting started with a short “show and tell” 
segment with a few members sharing some of their plants. Sue Mather brought in a large Portea in 
full bloom and donated it to the silent auction while Brad shared a nearly 8’ orchid bloom!

Our group gathered one more time in late May before the heat and humidity of another Florida 
summer was upon us making you think twice before venturing outside! Fortunately, we had another 
gorgeous afternoon with decent cloud cover to control the sun’s rays and a strong sea breeze which 
wreaked havoc with the ticket pots on the raf�le table. 
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Members voted at the last meeting to retain the 2020 leadership of the BSBC with Brad replacing 
the late Richard Sedlak as president. Several positions remain open for various committees as well 
as a position on the board to help shape the future of the society. A complete list will be posted in an 
upcoming issue so that we can hopefully �ill the positions prior to our Sept. indoor meeting.

Brad and Shirley are working on setting up a couple of summer nursery tours for those interested. 
The �irst will be at Sunshine Bromeliads in late July with another one at Bullis Bromeliads in August. 
If you are interested, please reach out to them so that they can get a head count and coordinate with 
the nursery staff. Local bromeliad nurseries always need our support during the summer months 
and it’s a great chance to ask the experts about how to get the most out of your growing efforts or to 
get advice on a plant that is giving you �its. 

Brad’s monster orchid bloom Sue Mather’s Portea

This was the last group meeting until September 
when we �inally return to regular monthly meet-
ings at Jim Ward Community Center in Plantation. 
It will be nice to get back into our routine with 
great guest speakers and those awesome plant 
sales we have so dearly missed!

Don’t forget, the fall auction will be held at our 
October meeting so you have all summer to get 
your donation plants looking great and to build 
up your cash reserves for the plants you know 
you’ll want to buy! 

This also gives you time to decide if you’d like to play a larger role in the BSBC. We have some 
important positions coming open in 2022 and you may be just the one to �ill them! We’ve all heard 
the saying “you get out of it what you put into it” and that’s certainly true with an organization like 
ours. Those who can volunteer their time and insight are so valuable to our society.

We’d like to be involved in more plant shows and community events, but we need a few more 
bodies to help share the load. Think about it and reach out if you have questions or want to help.
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The Broms of Summer
Spring seems to be the time of year that every gardener looks forward to because it signals the end 
of the cold, gray days of winter. While that may be the case in northern regions, in south Florida 
brom lovers know that every season is growing season and each has it’s rewards and challenges. 
Winter is usually drier and cooler allowing more delicate broms a chance to bloom and color up 
from direct exposure to the cooler sun. The lack of rain however, leaves lawns looking a bit lifeless. 

The tropical rains of summer can quickly create a lush, green landscape, but the hot sun and 
warmer breezes can burn more delicate bromeliads and cause rot if too much rain sits in their cups 
day after day. To avoid this, it’s usually a good idea to drain some of the excess water out of the cups 
if possible. Potted plants make this easy, but those planted in the ground can also be drained with a 
little extra effort. Draining excess water from time to time also deters mosquito development.

Many of the Aechmeas, Alcantareas, Porteas, and other thick-leaf 
brom species thrive in the summer sun. Their shapes often 
change as rosettes tighten up and the summer colors make them 
stand out even more in the landscape.

The Aechmea ‘samurai’ (left) is a perfect example of this. The 
color in the bands often gets more pronounced and the leaves can 
become more compact giving it a more robust appearance overall.  

Other Aechmea’s such as the Chantinii hybrids also do well with 
more direct sun however, darker versions of this genus may 
actually lighten up on the tops of the leaves if they get too much 
direct sun. Those varieties will do well with direct morning sun 
and a little shade during the heat of the day.

Other bromeliad species can also 
handle the dog days of summer 
well. Many Neoregelias can be 
acclimated to withstand the 
summer sun and will color up 
nicely like this Neo. ‘cruenta 
Fairchild x concnetrica’ (left). 

This Aechmea ‘sphaerocephala’ 
(right) with it’s dark core soaks 
up the summer rays and stands 
tall while also providing some 
shade to the plants that sit 
beneath it.

Neo. ‘cruenta Fairchild x concnetrica’ Aechmea ‘sphaerocephala’ 

Aec. ‘samurai’
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Aec. ‘chantinii ebony’ Bil. ‘hallelujah’ Aec. ‘deleon’

The Aechmea ‘chantinii ebony’ 
(upper left) has a bloom emerg-
ing, but direct sun can fade the 
outer leaves as seen here. The 
same holds true for the Aec. 
‘deleon’ (above right). Its outer 
leaves can lose the distinct band 
coloring with too much sun.

Other species like this Guzmania  
and Neoregelia (left) sport their 
summer colors, but bene�it  from 
some shade and protection from 
the midday summer sun.

While their “bite” is worse than 
most, Dyckia’s also do quite 
well in the direct summer sun 
like this ‘white fang’ (far left) 
and this ‘south bay’ (left). 

The contrast between their 
foliage and their spines adds 
interest to their structure and 
�inds summer to be the season 
for them to bloom and pup. 
Their long pointed leaves and 
spines also �it right in with a 
cactus or succulent garden.
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Several varieties of tillandsias also do well with increased sun exposure and �ind summertime to be 
the right season to bloom. This Til. ‘super steve’ (above) was created by Miami’s Steve Correale and 
is just coming into bloom. When fully open, it will have 5-6 bracts that will last for 4-5 months!

Other tillandsias on this property (below) are also coming into their blooming season and are 
looking quite nice though these all enjoy some shade in the heat of the day.

While the heat of the south Florida summer sun and heavy rains may �ind many humans running for 
cover, it’s the time of year that many species of broms thrive in. However, some like the genus 
Hohenbergia may prefer one over the other. Several species in this genus do well with direct sun 
exposure, but may struggle with the heavy rainfall that is common this time of year. 

Dumping excess water from your broms after a heavy rainfall helps keep the cups from overheating 
on extremely hot days. Failure to do so can cause damage to the rosettes and even root rot.

Tilandsia. ‘super steve’ starting to bloom seen more clearly in the closeup Til. ‘xerographica’ sporting its colors

Terrestrial Til. ‘capitata maroon’
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From The Editor

Until next time, 
-Brad

I don’t know about you, but summer seems to have creeped up on me this 
year. Perhaps because it started out cooler and drier than normal or maybe 
because I’ve been so busy that I just didn’t notice the changes around me. 
Fortunately, it wasn’t long before the seasonal rains returned along with 
higher temps and one of my favorite things...Florida thunder storms! 

I love a good lightening storm with loud thunder, pounding rain on the 
roof, and the abundant life that appears after every rainfall. Call me crazy, 
but I really enjoy the “dog days of summer”. From the long daylight hours 
to the migration of the snow birds, summer in south FL is my kind of life!

So here’s my �irst summer tilly project. BSBC member David Harris approached me at one of our 
spring meetings and asked if I could bring a wood piece he’d purchased some time ago back to life. 
It had a small mini brom struggling in the center and little else. The piece consists of a concrete 
base with a vertical metal pipe that acts as a riser to support a uniquely-shaped wooden block.

As I looked closer at the piece, I realized that the pipe was raw copper. Since copper is a deadly 
metal to most bromeliads, this may have been why the original  broms didn’t last very long. Rather 
than replace the pipe, I chose to coat the copper with a nice shade of yellow enamel to celebrate 
summer and bring out the highlights in the bromeliad I chose for the front center of the piece. 

I then went to my collection of tillandsias and mini broms and selected several that give a nice mix 
of colors and textures. I �inished it off with a little Spanish moss to disguise the pipe on the back 
side and stoloniferous mini broms at the base that will multiply and climb upwards until they 
reach the cluster of Ionanthas I placed in the center cavity. David hasn’t seen it yet so I sure hope 
he approves of my choice of plants and colors. The lower plants are still anchoring themselves 
and will double in size, but I think it will be a stunning piece in six to eight months!
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Throughout the pandemic, the La Ballona Valley Bromeliad Society from Culver City California has 
been gracious enough to allow bromeliad lovers around the world to enjoy their Zoom meetings. 
Each month, Kenneth Simpson, Barry Landau, and the entire LBVBS staff bring top growers and 
bromeliad experts from around the world right into your home. Here are some of the more recent 
episodes in case you weren’t able to watch them live. Grab a pen and paper then sit back and enjoy!

LBVBS Zoom Meeting Links

Just last month, Prof. Dr. Leonardo M. Versieux was the guest speaker 
and shared his program “Alcantarea of Brazil”. His slide presentation 
shows thousands of species in their native habitat while analyzing the 
various climates and growing conditions that allow these giants to 
endure and thrive in the wild. 

He discusses various techniques used by growers and hybridizers and 
where the future of the genus is heading in Brazil and abroad.

George Stamatis shared his years of success in propagating and 
hybridizing Vriesea. As one of Australia's top talents for growing 
broms, George goes into speci�ic aspects of his methods for hybrid-
izing and shares years of experience you’ll �ind highly valuable.

This is really a detailed presentation with lots of great information 
so you’ll want to grab a pen and paper to take good notes.

In April, Jerry Robinson from Rainforest Flora, Inc. in Torrance, CA was the 
guest speaker and presented his program on “Landscaping with Bromeliads”. 
The program starts out with he and Kenneth Simpson from LBVBS touring the 
Rainforest Flora nursery which has plenty of rare and magni�icent plants.

Jerry then shares some of his favorite landscape projects which will surely get 
your creative juices �lowing and give you ideas for creating your own oasis.

In February, Lloyd Godman was the guest speaker and shared his love for 
growing bromeliads and using them to create amazing sculptures and other 
projects covered with tillandsias and other botanical materials.  

He takes us on a tour of his personal green house and shares his techniques 
for raising everything from bromeliads to tomatoes. He shares excerpts from 
his Ebook “Tillandsiamania” which offers even more growing tricks and tips.                     

Click Here To Watch

Click Here To Watch

Click Here To Watch

Click Here To Watch

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mx1PWzqQApk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fn_NhlzevWo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fiHygsdTQic
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SZnjJEUs0nc


10

Upcoming Events, Things to See

 Ann Schandelmayer  Hal Wiggin 
 Robert Moorman 

June Birthdays

In February, Lloyd Godman was the guest speaker and shared his love for 
growing bromeliads and using them to create amazing sculptures and other 
projects covered with tillandsias and other botanical materials. 

He takes us on a tour of his personal green house and shares his techniques 
for raising everything from bromeliads to tomatoes. He shares excerpts from 
his Ebook “Tillandsiamania” which offers even more growing tricks and tips.                     

Date-Time Event Place

Sat. July 24th 10 am-12 pm July Nursery Tour
Sunshine Bromeliads 14601 Old Sheridan
Street, SW Ranches, FL 33330

Fri. Aug. 27th 10 am- 12 pm August Nursery Tour
Bullis Bromeliads24350 SW 147th Ave
Princeton, FL 33032

Mon. Sept. 27th 6:30 -8:30 pm Sept. BSBC Mee�ng
Jim Ward Community Center 301 NW 46th Ave
Planta�on, FL 33317

Oct. 16, 17, 23, 24, 30, 31
Time To be announced Harvest Fes�val

Flamingo Gardens 3750 S Flamingo Rd
Davie, FL 33330-1614

Mon. Oct. 25th 6:30 -8:30 pm Oct. BSBC Fall Auc�on
Jim Ward Community Center 301 NW 46th Ave
Planta�on, FL 33317

Jan. 19-21 2022 Tropical Plant Interna�onal Expo Tampa Conven�on Center, Tampa, FL
June 2022 BSI World Conference Hya� Regency Sarasota, FL

Ever find yourself out of a Country Store 
item and it‛s weeks MONTHS until the 
next club meeting? Relax and breathe 
deep. Help is just a click or two away.

Simply call 954-531-7322  
and make arrangements  
to connect with our guy!




