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It was the hardship that
broke us apart, but it‛s love
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- Tranikka K. Powell
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We‛re Back...Almost
The last formal meeting of the BSBC was in Feb. 2020 just as the Covid-19 pandemic was starting
to affect the lives of everyone in south Florida and around the world. At that time we could not
have imagined the impact it would have on our everyday existence, our economy, or the countless
number of lives that would be lost worldwide. After all, it’s the 21st century right?
The advances in science and medicine over the past 100 years led us to believe that something as
horri�ic as the Spanish Flu couldn’t happen again and yet here we are. From February 1918 to
April 1920, an estimated 500 million people were infected which was roughly one third of the
world’s population at that time. Death toll estimates ranged from a conservative 17 million to
over 100 million lives lost worldwide!

Fast forward 100 years and while the death toll from this pandemic will be considerably less, the
global impact has been just as tragic and the changes to our everyday lives will be felt for
decades. With the development of more effective treatments and now a half dozen vaccines
available, the world is slowly returning to some sense of normalcy, but we still have a long way to
go.
Like so many other organizations around the world, the BSBC had to
postpone our in-person meetings in order to stay safe and protect the
lives of our members; many of whom are in the highest demographic to
be affected by this virus.
But the hiatus is about to end now that many of our members have been
vaccinated and others will be in the coming weeks. Florida has expanded its efforts to offer vaccine doses to every adult who wants one by the
end of April. While face masks and social distancing guidelines are still
in effect, Broward county is now allowing small groups to meet outside
in local parks and pavilions.

Thanks to the efforts of BSBC member Sue Mather, we’ve booked Shelter
House #10 at Heritage Park in Plantation on Sunday April 18th.
While we are limited to only 25 people at a time, it’s a chance for those
who feel comfortable to come out and catch up with the rest of the gang.
Rumor has it that there will be a raf�le table and after a year of waiting,
it promises to be one of the best in the club’s history!

So come out and take advantage of the cooler temps while they last and catch up with your fellow
members. There will be drinks and snacks provided, or feel free to bring your own if you prefer.
Sue will be calling members to get a head count before hand so we can plan accordingly.
We have the shelter for the entire day so depending on the response or the weather, we can even
consider a morning or an afternoon gathering. Either way, put the date on your calendar and
prepare to �inally have a BSBC meeting! You’ll receive an email that week to con�irm the time.
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Whats In Bloom???
One thing that the pandemic can’t stop in its
tracks is Mother Nature and the bounty that
she gives bromeliad lovers this time of year
in south Florida!

Nearly every genera has species that bloom
this time of year from the delicate Tillandsia
‘ionatha’ (left) to some of the largest ones
like the Androlepis ‘skinneri’ submitted by
Sue Mather shown here (below left). Regardless of your preference, there’s nothing like
seeing new blooms in your garden!

Bill. ‘cherry bomb’

Androlepis ‘skinneri’
Androlaechmea ‘dean’

Billbergias like this
‘cherry bomb’ (above)
have a lovely cascading
in�lorescence, but get
your camera and snap a
photo because they
don’t last long. Some
last only a few days
while other species may
last for a week or more.

The tips of most Neo’s will be blushing this time of year as they
come into bloom (left) even though many varieties won’t show any
other signs of reaching maturity.

The Androlaechmea ‘dean’ (above) is a showstopper in any brom
garden. It combines blushing tips with a magni�icent in�lorescence
making it a must have for those who have the space for this giant! 4

In the mid-sized category, these albo
marginated Aechmea ‘mexicana’ (left)
have a large in�lorescence that will last for
nearly a month making them the center of
attention in this landscape bed.
Other broms force you to look closely to
see the bloom like this Aechmea ‘black on
black’ (lower left). This small yet colorful
bloom can almost go unnoticed in the
long, black foliage of this hearty plant.

Aec. ‘mexicana’ albomarginated

Aec. ‘black on black’

Aec. ‘little tom’

Neo. ‘pendula’

Other bromeliads may
blush along the entire
leaf rather than just the
tips like this Neo
(above). It just takes
the right amount of sun.

Neo. ‘tri color’

Tillandsia ‘fasciculata’

The color change seen in
these Neo. ‘tri color’
(above) let’s you know
that they’ve reached
maturity and pups are
close behind!
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Guzmania ‘abgail’ in full bloom

Tillandsia ‘fasciculata’

Guzmanias like this ‘abigail’ (above) have a bloom that can be vibrant for several weeks before
losing its color. Their smooth foliage makes them a favorite for indoor applications which is why
they are one of the most common bromeliads found in home centers and retail nurseries.

Ananus comosus, one of Dole’s �inest pineapples!

Ananus ‘lava burst’

Ananas comosus ‘variegatus’

The pineapple family of bromeliads,
Ananus, is always easy to spot when it’s
bloom turns into the fruit. While many are
edible, species like the ‘lava burst’ and
‘variegatus’ (above) are ornamental.

With the right amount of sun exposure, the
center of the ‘variegatus’ may actually blush
just before the fruit forms on the plant. This
gives an almost neon appearance to the
center of the plant and adds to its beauty!

Neo hybrids (above) may blush in a variety of ways. Some just on the tip of each leaf while others
may blush the entire leaf, but only on the upper rosette. Other Neo hybrids may blush in just the
center of the upper rosette while others actually have a �lower with seeds in the center. The many
variations of Neoregelias is what makes them a favorite species among hybridizers.
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Vriesea foliage is soft to the touch and can
be quite colorful with bands that normally
run perpendicular to the leaves. This
genera is also highly regarded for the large
bloom spikes that many species produce.
This Vriesea ‘fosteriana’ (right) currently
has a 30” bloom spike rising from the
center of the plant. Soon, the large tip at
the end of the spike will open up making it
even more rewarding and interesting.

Aechmeas are generally known for having
spiny foliage, but they also offer some of the
largest and most colorful blooms lasting
longer than many other bromeliad genera.

Aechmea ‘bert’ (far left) are often found
colonizing a tree where their colorful blooms
cascade downwards. Aechmea ‘little harv’
(left) whose colorful in�lorescence and red
trailing petals are a sharp contrast to its
green and silver foliage. Both of these blooms
can last for a month or longer.

This Neoregelia ‘morocco’, (left) while not necessarily blooming, shows
the deep and long-lasting coloring that is typical of many in this genus.
As they mature, the rosettes will tighten up and the foliage can become
quite colorful with slight variances between the upper and lower
rosettes.

Often times, this deep coloring will last for the rest of the plant’s life. You
may even forget what the adolescent coloring of the plant was until it
starts sending up pups. This is one of the reasons to consider photographing and documenting a plant you’re not familiar with so you can
look back once the transformation is complete.

No matter what your favorite genus or species of bromeliad is, �inding new blooms in your garden
is always exciting! Some plants mature and bloom in a single season, but only last a few days
while others can take years to mature before �inally sending up a bloom spike or in�lorescence
which may last for months on end. Still others will color up and stay that way till the end.
Which ever you prefer, take the time to capture photos as a bloom or in�lorescence starts to
emerge so you can document the entire transformation. It will give you something to look back on
while you wait for the next bloom to pop up in your garden!
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From The Editor
So in case you missed the news on page 3, We’re Back...Almost. I’m sooooo
ready to get back to hanging with my society members. I know that sounds
kind of snooty when you read it back, but I’m okay with that! I really have
missed seeing everyone even if it was only once a month.
I also missed seeing the interesting guest speakers, which hat Larry
brought to the meeting (I like the pirate one), and of course the desire for
new plants either from the gardens of the monthly speaker or from you
and others by trying my luck at the raf�le tables! Either way, daddy needs a
new brom, maybe two!

So when I got the call from Sue Mather and a plan to meet outside at Heritage Park was launched,
I had to scrap my article for this month and focus on which plants I was going to bring for the
raf�le table. I may even bring a few more for show and tell! After all, it’s been over a year and I
have pups to share. Actually, many were pups when i got them ready for the Heritage plant show
last spring. Now, several are reaching maturity and will be blooming soon and creating pups of
their own.
Disclaimer: The following images are not shown to make you feel pressured in any way to show
up for your chance at winning one of these on April 18th. Whether you’ve received a vaccination
or not, or you are just ready to get outside with friends for a few hours (mask and social distancing are still mandatory), you are invited to come join me and others to have a safe and relaxing
afternoon in Heritage Park in Plantation.

Ok, so the disclaimer isn’t real, but the plants are. What are you going to do, stay home and binge
another season on Net�lix or come hang out with us and celebrate that you’ve made it through 2020
and the pandemic? That season cliff hanger will be there when you return....with new plants!

Aec. ‘pinot noir’

Aec. ‘samurai’

Aec. ‘harvey’s pride’

But wait, there’s more! I didn’t skip seeing you for an entire year and then show up with only 3
measly plants. There will be several of each of these species along with those on the next page as
well. I’ll also bring plenty of tillys so you can create some really cool driftwood creations.
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So put the date on your calendar and I will email the group early that week once Sue has a head
count and we check the weather. Since our traditional meeting place of Deicke Auditorium is out of
commission for the foreseeable future, we may decide to make this our temporary monthly meeting
place. I hope to see you there!

Until next time,
-Brad
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March Birthdays
Carolyn Cray

Lexi Garvey

Melissa Garvey

Jack Mackey

Rick Stevens

Ricki Witte

Upcoming Events, Things to See
Date-Time

Apr. 4-5

Event
39th Interna�onal Orchid and Bromeliad
Show
Hatsume Fair Celebra�ng Spring at the
Morikami Gardens & Museum

Apr. 10rh & 11th; 9:30am –
4:30pm each day

5th Annual Orchid & Plant Fes�val

April 3rd & 4th; 9:30-4:30

Apr. 17th; 9-4
Apr. 24th 9-4; Apr. 25th 9-3
Jan. 19-21 2022
June 2022

Spring Fes�val & Plant Sale
Mounts Botanical Gardens Spring Plant
Sale
Tropical Plant Interna�onal Expo
BSI World Conference

Place
Flamingo Gardens, 3750 S. Flamingo Road,
Davie FL, 33330
4000 Morikami Park Rd.
Delray Beach, FL 33446
The Sawgrass Nature Center & Wildlife
Hospital. 3000 Sportsplex Dr, Coral Springs, FL
33065
1500 Central Ave, Palm Coast, FL
Palm Coast , FL
Mounts Botanical Gardens, West Palm Beach
Tampa Conven�on Center, Tampa, FL
Hya� Regency Sarasota, FL
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