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Aec. ‘paniculigera’ with emerging �lower spike basking in the sun. Photo by Brad Beardsley
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Our May meeting is on Monday 5/16 from 6:30-8:30 pm at the Jim Ward
Community Center located at 301 NW 46th Ave in Plantation.
This month is our spring auction so have your donation plant(s) looking sharp
and on the auction tables between 6:00 and 6:15 so we have time to arrange
them prior to the start of the auction at 7 pm.

Af�iliations: BSBC supports the BSI, Cryptanthus Society and FCBS (2017-2020)
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It‛s Auction Time Again!
This month is our annual spring auction hosted by our
favorite auctioneer Peter Kouchalakos. The festivities will
start at 6:30 with a preview of the plants to be sold and
then bidding starts at 7 pm sharp. Don’t be late if you plan
to register and get a bidding paddle because it gets quite
hectic once the bidding starts!
Plants to be auctioned off come from a variety of sources
including our own members’ gardens as well as purchase
and donations from local nurseries.

This is your chance to get some really nice plants at or
below wholesale pricing. As the night goes on, Peter starts
to ‘bundle’ and that’s when the best deals can be had.
There will be plenty of refreshments so stay to the end!

Above are just a few of the many plants that will be available to the highest
bidder. Will that be you or will you miss out? We will �ind out come Monday!
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Last Month‛s Meeting
Roger Hammer was our guest speaker last month and he had a
colorful and informational presentation on native wild�lowers,
bromeliads, and orchids found in Broward County and throughout the rest of the state.

Roger’s knowledge of these plant groups comes from decades of
locating and documenting their existence in Broward county as
well as other parts of North America. It was interesting to learn
about several varieties of wild orchids that thrive in colder
climates such as Alaska and Canada.

Last month’s meeting saw the return of something else
we’ve not seen in a few years...Member Sales Tables.
Since the beginning of the pandemic, members have
not had the opportunity to sell at our general meetings.

It was nice to see the return of this activity and we look
forward to doing it again this fall when regular monthly
meetings resume!
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The raf�le tables are always a hit at our
monthly meetings and this month was
no exception.
The photo (left) shows a few members
struggling to decide which plants they
would take a chance on winning. And
like always, the visitors and newer
members seemed to once again have
more than their share of luck!

The dedicated team of
volunteers such as Sue
Mather (far left) and
Linda Romalin (left)
continue to keep things
running smoothly.
Thank you ladies for all
that you do for us!

We’ve added several new members to our group since returning to live meetings and we truly
appreciate each and every one of them as well as those who have stayed with us year after year.
It’s for that reason our volunteers work to �ind great guest speakers and fun activities like
nursery and residential home tours.

We won’t have formal meetings at Jim Ward in June, July, and August, but that doesn’t mean we
won’t stay connected with you. In the coming weeks, we will be planning the summer events and
fall meetings and will keep you posted. Keep sending in your garden photos and keep us posted on
what’s happening with you and your collection.
We’ll also send you plenty of pictures and updates from the BSI World Conference coming up next
month in Sarasota, FL. It will be exciting to see the latest hybrid trends and everything that has
been happening in the world of bromeliads since the last conference in 2018.
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BSBC at Flamingo Gardens
Several members of the BSBC decided to have a booth at the 40th
Annual Orchid and Bromeliad Show this past month which was held
at Flamingo Gardens in Davie, FL. This annual event draws thousands
of plant lovers from around the region every Easter weekend.

Visitors can stroll through the vast botanical gardens and then meander through row after row of vendors selling every type of orchid and
bromeliad along with bonsai and many other varieties of plants.
Our members were able to sell lots of their plants while educating
buyers and visitors alike to our obsession with broms. A few buyers
even showed up to the general meeting the very next week!

It was a beautiful weekend and the weather couldn’t have been any more perfect. Our very own
photographer, Eric Petrusha, took these photos (above) before the show opened and it was a
good thing he did. The pathways were soon packed with visitors looking to �ill their arms with
as many plants as they could carry and Eric wouldn’t have had a chance the rest of the day!
The BSBC staff that volunteered got very little down time during the two-day event as family
after family poured through the many rows of displays. If you missed the show, there’s always
next year and perhaps you’ll consider selling and helping us expand our presence!
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If you’ve not been to Flamingo Gardens lately, they’ve added several
new exhibits worth seeing. Chip Jones who is one of our favorite
monthly speakers, helped create a new cycad garden there that when
established, will be a spectacular addition to the botanical park.

Eric was able to sneak off Sunday just long enough to take these photos to give you a glimpse of the
newly installed Cycad Garden (above). It is the largest expansion at Flamingo Gardens in the past
20 years and looks to be well planned out!

Co-creators Chip Jones and Charles Ross painstakingly assembled over 100 species of rare and even
endangered cycads from Mexico, Cuba, Central and South America, Africa, Asia, and even Australia!
It truly is a world-class addition and worth the trip to see. Best of all, it’s in your south FL backyard.

Gina Havens, Shirley Konefal, & Sue Mather

Fellow exhibitors Alex Bello and Peter K. relaxing

7

From Our Gardens
Our �irst entry this month comes
from new member Brian Korstjens.
Brian may be new to the BSBC, but
make no mistake, he’s a seasoned
pro when it comes to growing broms
as these photos of his Aec. melinonii.
(left) show. We’ve seen some videos
of his vast collection of Hohenbergia
and they are magni�icent indeed!

Longtime member Jackie Fisher sent us
her lovely Billbergia cluster with multiple
plants in full bloom. We don’t see many
photos from Jackie, but after seeing these
we certainly hope we do!
While we all know these spectacular
blooms don’t last long, thanks to Jackie
sending these pics we can enjoy them
weeks after they’ve disappeared.

This month we received several photos of blooming Tillandsia. The blooming cluster (above
left) comes to us from Maurice Bruet. Maurice has been involved with our society for quite
some time serving in many roles since retiring as a landscape designer in NY state.

The other two are part of Brad Beardsley’s collection. The Till. ‘cotton candy’ (above center) is
one of many that he has while the Till. stricta hard form (above right) is one he’s been waiting
to see bloom since he attached it to a piece of driftwood over two years ago. Looking at the
bloom, we’d say it was worth the wait and wonder when the pups make it to the raf�le table?
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From The Editor
This past month my wife and I had a weekend trip to Chicago to
attend a friend’s wedding. It was April in Chicago so the weather
went from 34 degrees at night to the upper 70’s the next day. Not for
the faint of heart or a Florida guy who packed “lightly”.
I grew up south of Chicago so you’d think I’d know better and sadly
Siri was not asked to weigh in as the suitcase was being packed.
Fortunately, I weathered the vast change in temps nonetheless by
warming up with deep dish pizza and a few beers for ‘antifreeze’!

We had some time to kill on Friday morning so I Googled “botanical gardens” and found a real
treasure in the heart of the city called the Gar�ield Park Conservatory. To our surprise, it was
mostly indoors so the cold rain didn’t ruin the day. The few photos I have room for below don’t
begin to do it justice, but you’ll get the idea. It’s worth the trip and admission was free.

There were multiple buildings and some amazing displays of bromeliads, cycads, palm trees, ferns,
cactus & succulents, spring �lowers, and more types of moss than I knew existed! If you’re heading
to Chicago any time of year, make the Gar�ield Park Conservatory a ‘must see’ stop...along with any
of the Lou Malnati’s pizza joints. It’s state law!

Until next time,
-Brad
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May Birthdays
Wain Barber

Gracie Gray

Maureen Hunter

Jeff Koker

Barbara Moorman

Dan Pariseau

Upcoming Events, Things to See
Date-Time
Event
Place
May 16th 6:30 pm
BSBC Spring Auc�on
Jim Ward Community Center- Planta�on
June 7-11
BSI World Conference
Hya� Regency Sarasota, FL
June Date TBD
Garden Tour with Keith London
Halendale Beach
June-Aug is Summer Break- BSBC general mee�ngs resume in Sept. with summer nursery tours to be annouced
Sept. 19th, 6:30 PM
Monthly Mee�ng- Dr. Terri Bert
Jim Ward Community Center- Planta�on
Oct. 17th, 6:30 PM
Monthly Mee�ng- Alex Bello
Jim Ward Community Center- Planta�on
Nov. 21st, 6:30 PM
BSBC Fall Auc�on
Jim Ward Community Center- Planta�on
Dec. 19th, 6:30 PM
Holiday Party
Jim Ward Community Center- Planta�on
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