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Our November meeting is this Monday the 21st at the Jim Ward
Community Center located at 301 NW 46th Ave Plantation, FL 33317
It‛s our Fall Auction so arrive between 6-6:30 with your donation
plants. Sign in to get a paddle and a sneak preview of all the plants.
Bidding will start at 7:00 sharp so don‛t be late!
Af�iliations: BSBC supports the BSI, Cryptanthus Society and FCBS (2017-2020)
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It‛s Auction Time Again
Yes, it’s that time again when our members donate a
few of their favorite plants so that others can purchase
them to add to their collection and help out the BSBC.

Peter may not be as well known as St. Nick, but there’s
always lots of spectacular plants auctioned off when
Peter Kouchalakos comes to town. He has years of
growing award-winning plants with knowledge that
few can match. All of which adds to the excitement and
the experience of auction night!
If you’ve never been, plan to attend and bring a friend.
You‘ll �ind their support and extra cash will come in
handy. You’ll also learn a trick or two from Peter that
will improve the look of your garden and help advance
your growing skills to the next level!

Come at 6:30 to catch a preview of the fabulous plants that will be auctioned off starting at 7 pm.
You’ll want to register, grab a paddle, and then get ready for a fast-paced night �illed with intense
passion mixed with just a touch of frustration as you (and your budget) go up against the rest of
those attending. It’s a chance to bring new color to your garden while helping to fund the BSBC!

We will also have plenty of refreshments to either give you the strength to win the next bid, or
lessen the blow of losing that ‘must have’ plant to another bidder. Keep your head up though, even
if you‘re outbid, there’s a good chance its offspring will end up on a future raf�le table!

Last Month‛s Meeting Recap
October is traditionally the month of tricks and
treats and the BSBC monthly meeting certainly
had both! Alex Bello from Bello Tropicals was
our guest and certainly no stranger to our group
or anyone shopping for bromeliads on eBay.
Alex is known as one of the premier growers in
Florida and is well respected by the top
growers in the industry. It didn’t take long to
see why simply by looking at the plants he
brought to sell!
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A large part of Alex’s collection centers around the works of
well known hybridizers like Chester Skotak and David Fell.
In fact, the recent losses suffered at Michael’s Bromeliads in
Venice, Fl due to hurricane Ian have made Alex and his
collection even more valuable to the world of bromeliads.

It seems that Alex now has one of the largest and most complete collections of Chester Skotak hybrids in the US. From
colorful minis to full size masterpieces like the ones below,
Alex grows many of Chester’s best creations!

The PowerPoint presentation we saw showcased many of the more recent releases in the
Skotak collection as seen in these slides (right).
Alex brought dozens of other hybrids from
Chester’s renowned collection so that our members could purchase and add to their collections.
Alex also shared many of his techniques for
growing speci�ic genera of bromeliads and how
he handles the heavy rainfall he experiences at
his home in Miami and his nursery in
Homestead. There he grows a wide variety of
not only broms, but also orchids, aroids, ferns,
and many other varieties of tropical plants.

If you’ve ever thumbed through the bromeliad
sellers on eBay, you’ve most likely seen many of
his plants as well. His eBay store has some of the
most sought after and rare plants you’ll �ind on
that marketplace. He shared with us that the
current craze for Aroids among millennial
buyers on eBay has reached the same frenzy as
the $1B Powerball jackpots! Some bringing
upwards of $10K-$15k for the rarest of plants!
Alex is also a regular vendor at plant shows
around the state of FL where his high quality
and diverse selection make his booth a crowd
favorite at every show.
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Members wasted no
time selecting their
favorites from the
plants that Alex
brought for sale. From
Tillandsias to Neos,
there was something
for every taste and
budget.
One of the best parts of
any in-person meeting
is the sharing of ideas
and experiences
between members as
seen in these photos
(right). When you miss
a meeting, you miss an
opportunity to learn!

Of course no meeting would be complete without a
large selection of plants on the raf�le tables (left). Our
members graciously donate plants each and every
month from their bountiful collections so that others
can take a chance at adding them to their treasures.

The raf�le is something that guests, novice growers,
and even longtime members enjoy taking part in each
month as a way to share the love and give back.

We’ve been blessed to have a full house at nearly every monthly meeting since starting back up
after the pandemic released its grip on our lives. On behalf of the leadership of the BSBC, we are
humbled that so many choose to meet each month and we can’t thank those who attend enough.

It wouldn’t be possible to bring you such knowledgeable speakers like Alex without your interest
in learning, sharing, and being apart of something beyond your own garden. As our leadership
team evolves in the coming months, we hope to see the same commitment from others so that the
BSBC can continue to nurture new enthusiasts, support the nursery growers in our area, and
continue our mission of sharing our love of bromeliads with future generations in our region.
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From Our Gardens
This month we got a rare opportunity to tour the home of our Membership
Chairperson, Sue Mather. Sue is a certi�ied Master Gardener and has been one
of the driving forces behind the BSBC for years. Beyond bromeliads, Sue’s
collection includes a wide variety of plant types including orchids, palms, a
large butter�ly garden, and various other landscape and ornamental varieties.

It was quickly evident that Sue enjoys the colors and shapes of Neoregelia more than any other
genera when it comes to bromeliads. Whether it’s the smaller bite they have compared to
Aechmeas in her collection or just the shape and colors, you’ll find all of them in well-organized
groupings that add to the warmth of the property and draw attention to her vast collection.
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Sue also has a creative eye for displays as seen here (above). From plant stands and unique
pots, to groupings of various species highlighting their unique shapes and textures.
Thanks, Sue, for letting us hang out and enjoy your hard work and talent!

It’s no coincidence that a trip to Bello Tropicals Open House would �ind it’s way into this
issue of the Scurf. After seeing some of his plants at last month’s meeting, it was well worth
the trip to see what he had hidden away at his private shade house in Homestead.

This large and well-constructed shade house is �illed with many large broms, but it’s the
waves of color and variety of Skotak hybrids that takes your breath away! Alex also has
an impressive collection of Vriesea which are primarily in open plastic baskets due to the
daily deluge of rain they receive most of the year. This allows them to drain and air out to
minimize rot and disease. A few other species are grown in hydroton for this reason.
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The sheer size of so many of these plants shows that this collection has the perfect blend
of rain, sun, and wind to allow the various bromeliad and other plant types to thrive. Alex’s
decades growing experience are evident to the eye, but it’s his passion for nurturing this
high-quality collection that is most memorable. We look forward to taking another tour in
the future. Thanks again, Alex for letting us spend some time in your world!

The shade house (above left) is nearly as impressive as the plants that live inside it. It’s quite
sturdy to withstand the storms we get annually here in south Florida. While admiring the large
group of Neo. ‘twisted sister’ (above right), we caught a black racer enjoying the plants and the
lovely weather. Can you �ind ‘Waldo’ in the photo?
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From The Editor
I can feel that fall is in the air every morning when I take my Vizsla to the
dog park. It’s easy to tell which dog owners have lived in FL for many years;
their the ones wearing shorts & t-shirts year round until the temps fall
below 70 degrees! Then it’s time to add a parka to your shorts and t-shirt
ensemble. Flip �lops may still be worn at this time of year, but Crocs may
help warm your toes while still allowing the sand and sun to enter the blood
stream to warm the soul!
Though we’re experiencing fewer daylight hours, the cooler temps allow us
to get the most from the time we have available. So make the most of it!

I made the trek to Homestead last weekend to visit
Bello Tropicals and the group of vendors for the OFE
Sale & Fair. It gave me a chance to tour Alex Bello’s
nursery for the �irst time and I’m so glad I went!

Besides getting a chance to share the photos in the
previous segment in this issue, I found a couple of pups
for my collection. I chose a Vriesea ‘lemon surprise’
(left) and the Skotak Neo ‘plum collosal’ (right). The
Vriesea was actually attached to a parent with 2 pups.

I’ve been getting lots of plants together for the auction next week and
thought I’d share a few that I’ll be bringing as I continue to purge my collection in preparation for my move next year. I’ll be bringing some classics as
well as a few that many in our group may not have in their collection.
While my journey in the BSBC started on the raf�le tables 5 years ago, I’ve
picked up a few that are not common among our group so I’ll be sharing
several of these at the upcoming fall auction. Hope to see you there!

Until next time,
-Brad
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November Birthdays
Neil Kolner

Stephanie Larusso

Rich Mediavilla

Marlena Pariseau

Tim Hendrix

Upcoming Events, Things to See
The final event of the year for the BSBC will be our annual Holiday
Party (for members only) taking place on Dec. 19th starting at 7 pm.
Members will receive a special plant and can join in the festivities which
includes our ‘Dirty Santa‛ gift exchange. It‛s always a great time so
make plans to attend. More info will be coming your way!
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