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Interested in Learning More?

Our monthly meetings generally offer a guest speaker on timely and noteworthy
topics, member plant sales, a plant raffle, special holiday plant auctions,
diagnosis of disease and pest problems, and a Country Store with selected
bromeliad and gardening supplies.
We meet the third Monday of every month (except January and February)
starting at 6:30 at:
Deicke Auditorium
5701 Cypress Road
Plantation, FL 33317
Af�iliations: BSBC supports the BSI, Cryptanthus Society and FCBS (2017-2020)
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President‛s Message
The 47th Annual Broward Country Plant Affair is just weeks away on
Oct. 26 & 27 at Heritage Park in Plantation. Not only is this the start
of fall plant shows in our area, but it’s one of the best fund raisers for
our club! It is also a great opportunity to put some cash back in your
pocket either to spend at one of the many vendors at the show or to
save for our own auction coming up on November 18th!
Here is what you need to know if you’re new to the club and want to
sell some of your broms. Remember, they need not be spectacular
specimens. Established pups can sell as well as blooming plants.

• Remove tree leaves, twigs, etc., wipe any water stains from the leaves, and trim burns and tears
• Clean the outside of the pots or re-pot for a fresh appearance and �ill completely with dirt
• Each plant needs 2 tags; One with the plant genus/name, the other has the price, plant type
& your seller number. If you need a number assigned, contact Becky Blackwood ahead of time.
• Plants should arrive at our booth during setup on Friday, Oct. 25th between 2-4 pm
• Plan to donate a 2-3 hours of your time during the show to help staff our booth
• All plants need to be picked up by 4 pm on Sunday or make arrangements ahead of time
• Lastly, come out and support the other vendors who will be selling all types of plants, gardening
supplies, and garden crafts as well as food and drinks. It’s always fun so we hope to see you there!

This month‛s meeting is Monday Oct. 14, 6:30 pm at Deicke Auditorium

Our Guest Speaker This Month is Shirley Konefal
As one of the shining stars in the BSBC and known throughout the
world of bromeliads, Shirley is back to enlighten us all by sharing
one of her favorite presentations “Beguiling Bromeliads”. This one
is a compilation of photos, experiences, and tricks that she’s
encountered since being “swept off her feet by this incredible
family of plants”.

Shirley’s vast knowledge comes from decades of growing, selling,
and working with nurseries throughout Florida. So whether you’re
a veteran grower or new to bromeliads, there’s always something
to be learned when Shirley takes the mic! Join us on the 14th to
learn her best kept secrets and answers to your questions!

The Member Sales and Silent Auction Tables will be OPEN
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Last Month‛s Meeting
Last month’s meeting featured Inese and Jason Bunch who
shared their delicious honey and their journey as founders and
owners of Bunch Farms, LLC. Inese came to the USA from Latavia
in 2007 and attended FIU where she got her Bachelors Degree.
After graduating in 2011, she decided to pursue her family
tradition of farming by starting a bee farm in the Miami area.
Her goal was to become a local source of high-quality, raw honey
for the south Florida market and beyond.

Soon after starting Bunch Farms, Inese continued
her studies. In 2015 she received her certi�ication
as a Master Beekeeper from the University of Florida. While working towards the Master Beekeeper
Certi�icate, Bunch Farms was able to make an
impact in its community through public service by
volunteering at local educational events and
schools, educating communities about honey bees
and their importance in the environment.

Inese explained that “Beekeeping is not only fascinating, it is also very rewarding! We are passionate about what we do and love to share our experience and knowledge with everyone!” Her
presentation called “Bees and Flowers, A Symbiotic Relationship”, had many fascinating facts that
most club members were unaware of.
Her talk started by explaining the evolution of bees which actually evolved from carnivorous
wasps roughly 100 million years ago. Most of us were surprised to learn that bees haven’t always
been around and that they actually co-evolved as �lowers came into existence. Over time, �lowers
also evolved in complexity and the bee species evolved right along with them.

Her presentation went on to discuss other evolutionary aspects of bees with regards to predators.
As they migrated to other parts of the planet, bees evolved with more or less aggression based on
the type and density of predators in a given region. European bee origins have been traced to
Africa, yet they are more docile than Africanized bees which have signi�icantly more predators
and therefore must have stronger defenses in order to survive. In contrary, some species of bees
in Asia are actually “sting-less” honey producers.

Inese went on to discuss the makeup of a honey bee colony and how they work together as a
community for longevity of the hive. The three main roles in the hive are the queen, drones, and of
course the worker bees which many of us were familiar with. What we probably didn’t realize is
the role each plays in the colony, their various life spans, and how the types of �lowers have such a
profound effect on them as well as the honey they produce.
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The queen may lay from 1,200-1,500 eggs a day while at the same time producing pheromones
that suppress the ability of the worker bees around her to reproduce. The drones only appear in
spring and are there only to mate with the queen after which they die thus having the shortest
life span in the hive community. To many of us, this gave a whole new meaning to the term
“Queen Bee”.

The worker bees are the main caretakers of the
colony and are also the group that venture outside
to gather the nectar from the �lowers and foliage
around the hive. Much like other livestock, the
�lavor of the bee’s byproduct is directly related to
the types of �lowers they harvest from. Inese
shared this slide (at right) listing many of the
native �lowers in south Florida that bees love.

Among the many tasks of the worker bees is also the removal of dead bees and even the queen
when she has outlived her value to the hive. As a living and breathing ecosystem, the hive suffers
if any of the bees fail to perform their duties. As many of us learned in school, bees communicate
through dance and the use of pheromones. These tools are used internally in the hive and outside
the hive to let other bees know where a worker bee has found danger or just a new �lower patch.

Bees seek nectar for carbohydrates and pollen for protein and most species care more about ease
of access to these components rather than the type or color of the �lower. Inese explained that the
complexity of a �lower really determines the types of bees that feed on them. Primitive �lowers
have all the main components and their spiral symmetry allows for easy access while advanced
�lowers maybe asymmetrical with missing parts so they are not favored by bees.

Inese then explained that bromeliads have a more complex �lower and therefore are generally not
sought after by bees. While all of this is fascinating to understand, the end result is that the honey
produced at Bunch Farms is simply amazing. They offer tours of their farm by appointment and
they sell their honey at numerous local events which you can �ind by visiting their website or
following them on their social media feeds listed below. We can’t thank them enough for sharing
their journey with us and we hope they can buzz by again sometime!

Inese and Jason Bunch
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Our lovely greeters helping as always

Members enjoying Inese’s message...and soon afterwards, her honey!

Guessing compost was the topic here

Refreshments keep us going!

Certainly caught Shirley Wiggin’s attention! Becky, Molly, and Ann

Lou, Marilyn, Wain, & Harry

Miss Ann talking bees with the “Bunch” Member Sales Table Making $$

Raf�le plants waiting for their new owner

David gathering more info from Inese

Photos always help with troubleshooting

Beyond great guest speakers and new plants, the exchange of
ideas that take place at our monthly meetings is invaluable. Last
month’s meeting was not exception as these photos show. Before
and after the presentation, Eric captured the essence of why we
gather each month. Whether the discussions were about growing challenges, items on the plant tables, or naming your pet
worms, each member went home with answers and information
that will help them going forward which makes us all winners!
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Non-Brom Events in Our Area
We understand that you have interest in other plant species besides bromeliads. You needn’t hide
your admiration for orchids or feel guilty because you raise bonsai, ferns or even succulents. After
all, Natures bountiful gifts are everywhere. Just remember, if broms become a minority group in
your collection, we know where you live and we’re here to help with fall plant sales and auctions!
So here are a few upcoming events that your fellow BSBC members wanted to share with you. If
you have a plant show or gardening event that you’d like to share with others, please send in the
info so that we can include it in an upcoming issue. And remember, “Chef don’t judge”.

Once again it’s time for the annual fall plant sale at
Searle Brothers Nursery in SW Ranches, FL. This six
day extravaganza runs Fri-Sun for two weekends
(4th-6th & 11th-13th) giving you plenty of time to
�ind that special tree or bedding plants that will make
your yard and garden the envy of the neighborhood!
Combined with expert advice and support, you’re
sure to �ind something extraordinary and at a great
price! As a bonus, Sarasota’s own Tropi�lora will be
on hand with their treasures as well. Don’t miss it!

Oct. 12-13, 2019. KOMOREBI 2019 is a celebration of art and
cultural expression with a particular focus on bringing the art of
bonsai to a broader audience. The purpose of this event is to commemorate the Art of Bonsai and share the knowledge of Bonsai,
while having world-class bonsai specimens on display to educate
and positively impact the public about the Bonsai Art culture in
Miami, Florida. The event will present internationally known
bonsai artists and local experts who will share their theories and
philosophies about the Art of Bonsai. Register here

NatureScape Meeting "Trees are Cool" The Status of Our
Urban Tree Canopy & Community Wildlife Habitat
Updates
When: October 30, 2019 9:00 am - 2:00 pm
Where: Flamingo Park Hall 12855 NW 8th Street Sunrise 33323
R.S.V.P. to Rose Beachard Butman
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From The Editor
While the leaves may not be changing color in south FL any time soon, the
lower humidity and cooler temperatures are just as therapeutic to my soul
as orange and yellow leaves are to my eyes. I had a trip to the Detroit area
this past month which really wet my appetite for a change of season.
Despite what northerners claim, we do have seasons in south FL. Spring
can start just weeks after the New Year and hopefully last until early May.
Summer sets in around late May and might not exit until hurricane season
ends on Nov. 30th. Winter is clearly visible on our roadways by the annual
snow bird migration that arrives shortly after the year-end holidays.

So where is fall you ask? It’s not really as much a calendar period as it is a feeling of relief that we
can �inally enjoy working in the garden again! The best I can tell is that it’s somewhere between
Halloween and Black Friday. Though it overlaps hurricane season, I know it’s near because of the
all the plant shows on my “To Do” list. Fortunately for me, several are also on my wife’s “Honey
Do” list! In fact, I just crossed one off both our lists since last Dec. We �inally found time in our
hectic schedule to swing by Tropi�lora to use the gift certi�icate that Santa gave me last Christmas.
We’ve driven past Sarasota nearly a dozen times since getting it, but never when they were open.
So without further ado, here’s some of what I picked up.

Neo. “takizawa princeps”

Neo. “yellow delicious”

Assortment of tillandsias for driftwood

Neo. “wine and gold”

Unnamed Guzmania hybrid

Since it took me nine months to get to Tropi�lora, I had to
stock up on a variety of tillandsias for my driftwood
creations. I also purchased four tillandsia “tectorum” that
aren’t pictured here because they’ve already been mounted
for the plant sale later this month and our upcoming club
auction in November. I’m normally drawn to Aechmeas, but
these all make �ine additions to my collection. Three already
have multiple pups which will likely �ind their way to the
raf�le table as well as the Bahamas come spring!

Until next time,
-Brad
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October Birthdays
Shirley Konefal
Mariana Yi

Molly Lesnick
Susan Mather

Be a part of one of our biggest fund raisers of the year!
We will be setting up between 2 and 4 pm Friday Oct. 25th.
Bring your plants, donate some time, and make some $$$

Support Local Businesses
Got a business you would like
to advertise?
Ads in the SCURF are $50 for 6
months, $100 for 12 months
Contact Becky Blackwood if interested
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Upcoming Events, Things to See

Date-Time
Oct. 4th-6th; 11th-13th 8-5
on Fri & Sat, 9-4 on Sun.

Event
Searle Brothers Nursery Annual Fall
Plant Extravaganza

Oct. 15, 2019
Oct. 17-20, 2019

BSSF Fall Auc�on
Golden Broms
Lantern Fes�val at the Morikami
Gardens & Museum

Place
6640 SW 172nd Ave, SW Ranches, FL
33331
10901 Old Cutler Road, Coral Gables,
FL 33156
Queensland, Australia !!!!
4000 Morikami Park Rd.
Delray Beach, FL 33446

Oct. 19, 2019
Oct. 26-27, 2019; Sat-9-5; Sun9-4; Setup is Friday
Planta�on Historical Society's Fall Plant Heritage Park, 1100 S Fig Tree Ln,
a�ernoon 1-4
Sale
Planta�on, FL 33317
Nov. 18, 2019
BSBC Fall Plant Auc�on
Deicke Auditorium, 7:00 PM
10901 Old Cutler Road, Coral Gables,
FL 33156
March 21-22, 2020 (tenta�ve) Annual BSSF Show
Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden,
18th Annual Interna�onal Orchid
10901 Old Cutler Road Coral Gables,
Mar. 13-15, 2020
Fes�val
FL 33156
Hatsume Fair Celebra�ng Spring at the 4000 Morikami Park Rd.
Morikami Gardens & Museum
Delray Beach, FL 33446
Apr. 4-5, 2020
June 6-9, 2020
BSI World Conference
Hya� Regency Sarasota, FL

Looking Ahead...
Help us make $$ by selling some of your plants at the upcoming show in
Plantation. You‛ll keep 80% and the club gets 20% so both come out winners
Next Meeting: Monday Nov. 18, 2019, 6:30 pm at Deicke Auditorium. It‛s our
Fall Auction so bring your 2-3 donation plants by 6 pm and grab a paddle!
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