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BROMELIAD SOCIETY OF BROWARD COUNTY
P.O. Box 17272
Plantation, FL 33318

Af�iliations: BSBC supports the BSI, Cryptanthus Society and FCBS (2017-2020)

Of�icers  
President    Brad Beardsley   954-531-7322
Vice President  Shirley Konefal   954-632-4528
Treasurer   Linda Romalin   954-907-1333
Recording Secretary     
Corresponding Secretary Brad Beardsley   954-531-7322

Directors  
    Eric Petrusha    954-647-8548
    Shirley Wiggin   954-472-0366
    David Harris    305-342-4349
  
Committee Chairpersons  
Country Store   Brad Beardsley   954-531-7322
Membership   Susan Mather    954-584-0908
    Judith Lahey    954-764-0429
Photographer   Eric Petrusha    954-647-8548
Plant Sale Table  Shirley Konefal   954-632-4528
Publicity   Brad Beardsley   954-531-7322
Refreshments   

Our meetings take place the 3rd Monday 
of the month from 6:00-8:30 pm at the Jim 
Ward Community Center located at 301 
NW 46th Ave Plantation, FL 33317.

Watch for updates in our newsletters so 
that you can keep up on meeting status 
and special events of interest! You can call 
(954) 531-7322 or email us at 
bbtwest@msn.com with any questions.

Jim Ward Community Center- New home of the BSBC!
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Oct. Guest Speaker is Chip Jones
This month will be our second live meeting at Jim Ward Community Center and another familiar 
guest speaker to the BSBC. Though it’s been several years, Chip has been a guest speaker on more 
than one occasion and is always a crowd favorite. His hands-on approach shows members how to 
get the most out of their growing efforts and delivers valuable advice on a variety of topics 
beyond bromeliads.

He’ll share his tips, tricks, and proven methodologies speci�ic to Florida to help you transform  
your home’s landscape and your ornamental potted plants as well. He’s known to cover a lot of 
information from light exposure, soil amendments, proper fertilization, pests, and so much more. 
You’ll de�initely want to bring a pen and note pad so that you don’t miss anything! 

Chip Jones studied Horticulture at Alabama A&M 
University before moving to Florida. He started 
Jones Landscaping located in Moore Haven, 
Florida.  They have interesting plants for south 
Florida with emphasis on water wise plants that 
are grown to good size for immediate impact in 
the landscape. 

Their plants perform well and look great. 
Eco-friendly, bold textures, esoteric exotics, 
native plants, and good sizes for immediate 
impact in residential and commercial landscapes 
are what they offer. 

They have cycads and plants available you won’t 
�ind anywhere else.  Chip has won numerous 
awards with his plants and is known throughout 
the plant community by his participation and 
support of various societies. 

His website is www.cycad�lorida.com and is full 
of valuable information on palms, broms, cycads, 
and much, much more. This month he will be 
doing a hands on presentation on “Xeric Terres-
trials” and will be bringing a collection of inter-
esting plants to sell so don’t miss it!

The raf�le table will be open as always, but Chip’s plants only come around every few years. So put 
off starting your holiday shopping for another month and treat yourself to something new and 
unusual from Chip’s selection of plants that will be on sale. You’ll be glad you did!

http://www.cycadflorida.com
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Last Month‛s Meeting Highlights
Last month Mike Michalski didn’t waste any time in sharing several key tips that he has used 
for years to grow amazing bromeliads. While many present hadn’t considered stabbing a neo 
with an 8” screwdriver  as a way to drain bromeliad cups, few of us go through the torrential 
rains of a south Florida summer without losing plants due to cup rot or other water-logged 
conditions. Mike shared a precision method to create a drain hole to remedy these situations, 
especially with plants that are in the ground. And that was just in the �irst �ive minutes!

Mike demonstrated how simple tools and methods can work wonders to help your broms grow year round

We had a very nice crowd for our �irst indoor meeting

Members wasted little time �inding something special in Mike’s own collection of classics and beautiful hybrids
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There were several “�irsts” to celebrate at this meeting. Besides being our �irst indoor meeting 
since February 2020, it was the �irst meeting at our new location. The staff at Jim Ward made 
us feel right at home by allowing us to set up a little earlier than our planned start time. This 
gave Mike more time to spread out all of the plants he brought to sell to members.

We had several guests visiting us for the �irst time which was another pleasant surprise! Given 
all that everyone has been through in the past 18 months, it was uplifting to see so many new 
and familiar faces come together for this inaugural event. Though they were covered up by 
masks, Mike did a great job answering everyone’s questions throughout his presentation.

Members searching for treasures on the raf�le table Paul & Paula Finlayson chatting with Brian Korstjens

Treasurer Linda Romalin inspecting the raf�le tables Costus Metaxatos always does well at the raf�le tables
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Shirley Konefal working her magic as usual

Melissa helping Sue with the membership duties

Brad taking a quick photo op with Patty Gonzalez

Hal & Shirley Wiggin running the Country Store

Of course the night wouldn’t have been 
possible without the efforts of the BSBC 
leadership team. From �inding the new 
venue and our guest speaker to simply 
connecting the dots in between, our 
group of volunteers continue to make it 
happen! There is an old saying in the 
music business that “Stars make it rock, 
but roadies make it roll”. We think our 
roadies are all stars!
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Heritage Plant Affair Is Here!

After more than a year and a half of waiting, the BSBC is �inally breaking out the banners and 
setting up the tents for the annual Heritage Fall Plant Affair. This is the chance for you to show off 
your growing skills and re�ill your coffers after spending so much on your bromeliad collection 
during the pandemic. Records show that while spending was down in nearly every category in 
2020, nursery centers nation-wide had record sales through much of the pandemic.

If  you contributed to those record high sales, here is your chance to earn some extra cash while 
proving to your family and friends that you were simply “investing” for the future and not just 
avoiding them with all of those trips to the garden center! In fact, you could say you were actually 
being proactive and �iscally responsible when you purchased all those plants in 2020. Those extra 
pups can now bring you even more cash and much needed redemption with the neighbors who’ve 
branded you a hoarder because your landscape is overrun with bromeliads! 

Of course your secret is safe with us because we know you’re just clearing out your collection to 
make room for the plants you’ll purchase with the money you make at Heritage. After all, as a 
bromeliad enthusiast, it’s in your DNA. It’s who we are and what we do! So here are some tips if 
you’re ready to part with some of your collection.

Here’s a quick tip. You can use a plant tag with a colored dot that has the 
price with your seller number listed below. This not only lets buyers easily 
see the price of the plant, but it speeds up checkout by simply allowing the 
cashiers at our tent to remove the tag and record your sale. 

You can also just write the price at the top of the tag if you don’t have time 
to �ind colored dots. 

1. Select the plants you’d like to sell and start by removing or trimming any dead leaves or burnt
edges. Also remove debris that has fallen in between the leaves and cup.

2. Size doesn’t ma�er. Pups sell as just as well as mature plants.
3. Fancy pots aren’t necessary, just clean the pot up and drain excess water from the plants.
4. It helps if the plants have name tags, but it’s not mandatory. You s�ll have �me to get some at

this month’s mee�ng. The Country Store has all the supplies you need!
5. You’ll need another plant tag that has the price you’d like to get for your plant and your seller

number. If you don’t already have a number, get with Sue at this month’s mee�ng.
6. Bring your plants to Heritage Park Friday a�ernoon from 2-4 pm or on Saturday or Sunday

morning before the show starts so we have �me to set them up with the others.
7. Plan to stay at the event and help in our booth and of course visit the rest of the vendors at the

Plant Affair. You’ll find everything from ornamentals to fruit trees and much more!
8. You’ll receive 80% of the sale price and the BSBC will get 20% to cover our costs and help fund

future events. Your funds will be mailed to you or you can pickup at the next month’s mee�ng.
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From The Editor
It’s midway through October and though it still feels a lot like sumer with 
the heat, humidity, and quick-passing rain showers, I know that fall is just 
around the corner.  Up north leaves are changing colors, people are getting 
ready for the fall holidays and football season is well underway. 

For us, that means cooler nighttime temperatures and the annual migra-
tion of our beloved “snow birds”. Soon the stores and restaurants will be 
more crowded and we’ll pass along a friendly smile and heart-felt wave to 
all the drivers with those colorful out of state license plates as they make 
their left turns from the far right lanes! Yes, fall is here and I’m ready for it.

Unlike last fall, this year the pandemic has less of a stranglehold on our area so we are able to 
return to live indoor meetings with our group as well as one of my favorite things, plant sales! 
This month is the Heritage Park Plant Affair being held Oct. 23rd and 24th in Plantation. I chose 
to make their �lyer the cover for this month’s newsletter to show support for all the vendors that 
have waited so long for this event.

For our society, it’s one of our annual fund raising opportunities so it’s even more important that 
we have lots of plants for sale while also staf�ing our booth with our members to help answer 
questions from buyers looking to learn more about this amazing family of plants. In past years, 
we’ve always had a good crowd and even found a few new people searching for a plant club they 
can connect with and learn from. Since it wasn’t held last year, I’ll bet this year will be one for the 
record books....that is as long as the weather cooperates!

If you read the last few issues of the Scurf, you might recall that I’m in the process of downsizing 
my collection as are a few of our other members who have reached that point where they want 
to focus their efforts on a more select group of plants rather than �ill every corner of their land-
scape with several they already have. A plant show like this is a great opportunity for both sides 
to come out winners!

I’ll be bringing well over a hundred plants during the coarse of the two day event including lots 
of larger landscape plants capable of making the most of the summer sun and some not so 
sun-loving plants that are perfect for the patio, pool deck, or just lounging under a large tree. 
Many of these plants are descendants of foster plants I’ve been holding onto for nearly 2 years. 

They came to me from members who have passed through our lives and have a special meaning 
to those in our group who have been here far longer than I have. I’m honored to have had the 
chance to raise their offspring knowing that they will continue to bless those who care for them. 
Many came from Maureen and Bill Frazell’s collection who were founding members of the BSBC. 
Others have came from past BSBC president, Richard Sedlack who passed unexpectedly leaving 
the void that I now �ill. His Aec. blanchetiana among others will be well represented at this sale!  
While I’ll miss them all, I know they will continue to bring joy and color to other landscapes here 
in south FL which was the goal all along.
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Until next time, 

-Brad

Sun-loving Aechmeas from the Frazells

Amazing Quesnelias also from the Frazells

Blanchetianas  and more from Richard Sedlack’s collection

Fred Senior’s  Aec. ‘bracteata’

None are more special to 
me than the ones I got 
my �irst and only time 
visiting Fred Senior in my 
early days of the BSBC. 

Fred was a masterful 
gardener and gave me 
lots of tips along with a 
car load of plants that I 
have cared for ever since. 

Fred Senior gave me an Aec. 
‘harvey’s pride’ when my 
car was so full there was no 
more room except in the 
front passenger’s seat. He 
told me it was one of his 
favorite broms and that I 
should always have one in 
my collection. Two bless the 
front porch of my home to 
this day. Thanks, Fred!

Twin Aec. ‘harvey’s pride’  about to bloom Aec. ‘pinot noir’ 

So maybe you’re not ready for large Aechmeas that have a kiss that takes some getting used to. 
Not to worry, I’ll have lots of colorful Billbergia, Neoregelia, and even some of my Tillandsia 
creations that are all looking for a good home. Of course my plants come with visitation rights 
so keep that in mind! Our other members will have some amazing plants as well so please 
plan to attend and bring a friend. You’ll need them to drive separately though to help you get 
all your plants home. In exchange, offer them some of your pups so the circle of life continues!
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 Shirley Konefal Molly Lesnick Marianna Yi   

     Susan Mather     Jose Donayre  

October Birthdays

Upcoming Events, Things to See

Date-Time Event Place

Mon. Oct. 18th 6:30 -8:30 pm BSBC General Mee�ng
Jim Ward Community Center 301 NW 46th Ave
Planta�on, FL 33317

Sat. Oct. 23rd & Sun. Oct. 24th Plant Affair Heritage Park, Planta�on, FL 33317

Oct. 23, 24, 30, 31 Harvest Fes�val
Davie, FL 33330-1614Flamingo Gardens 3750 S
Flamingo Rd

Sat. Nov. 6th, 9am- 4pm and
Sun. Nov. 7th 9am-3 pm Plant-A-Palooza Fall Plant Sale

Mounts Botanical Garden | 559 North Military
Trail, West Palm Beach, FL 33415

Mon. Nov. 15th 6:30-8:30 BSBC Fall Auc�on
Jim Ward Community Center 301 NW 46th Ave
Planta�on, FL 33317

Mon. Dec. 20th 6:30-8:30 BSBC Holiday Party
Jim Ward Community Center 301 NW 46th Ave
Planta�on, FL 33317

Jan. 19-21 2022 Tropical Plant Interna�onal Expo Tampa Conven�on Center, Tampa, FL
June 2022 BSI World Conference Hya� Regency Sarasota, FL


