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This cluster of Cryptanthus plants is from Harry Sperling’s garden. A video tour
of his collection is in the works.
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2014 Officers, Directors, and Chairpersons
BROMELIAD SOCIETY OF BROWARD COUNTY
P.O. Box 17272
Plantation, FL 33318
Officers:
President
Vice President
Treasurer–Interim
Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary

Charlene “Becky” Blackwood
Larry Davis
Carol Mordas
Vacant
Gayle Spinell-Gellers

954-791-8017
954-434-8466
954-587-6036

Directors:
3 year
2 year
1 year

Bruce Zaret
Suzee Newman
Shirley Konefal

bruce4art@aol.com
954-583-4277
954-922-5582

Bill David
Tracy Moulton
Carol Mordas
Marcia David
Gloria Chernoff
Bill David
Bill David
Sara Donayre
Suzee Newman
Harriet Abo

954-321-9229
954-864-9776
954-587-6036
954-321-9229
954-327-8516
954-321-9229
954-321-9229
964-925-5112
954-583-4277
954-434-8466

Committee Chairpersons:
Country Store
Librarian
Membership

Photographer
Plant Sale Table
Publicity
Raffle/Ticket Sales
Refreshments

954-478-0367

Our meetings generally offer a speaker on timely and noteworthy topics, member plant sales, a plant
raffle, special holiday plant auctions, diagnosis of disease and pest problems, and a Country Store
with selected bromeliad and gardening supplies.
We meet the third Monday of every month except January and February.
Affliliations: BSBC supports
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The President’s Message
I know I am recovering from our busy December holiday season.
For those of you who missed our covered dish party and our 50 th Anniversary
Celebration on Monday, Dec. 8, 2014, it was an outstanding event. Not only
were our members at their best with great food coordinated by Harriet Abo
and Larry Davis, but there were many other activities and history to share.
Deicke Auditorium was decorated with red, green and gold tablecloths and a
banner to reflect the occasion. Gayle Spinell-Gellers collected photographs
from the last 11 years which were presented in a montage along with business
cards from our past members, Polly Pascal and Ann Kaufmann, Garden Fest and
our Annual Auction posters. We even found a poster from our 2007 Extravaganza. I will bring it to
our January meeting for those of you who weren’t able to attend.
Our guest speaker was Betty Cobb from the Plantation Historical Society who spoke about Plantation
and Broward County in 1964, when our Society was first founded. Maureen Frazel, our founding member, spoke about how she and her husband Bill first discovered bromeliads and when she received
her first bromeliad at the South Florida Bromeliad Society. Maureen told about their weekend adventures traveling the state searching for new varieties, even visiting beginning growers’ backyards
to find new additions for their collection. Ann Schandelmeyer spoke of joining the Society in the
1970’s and how it has grown since then. When I joined the Society around 2000, I was told there
were about a 1,000 varieties of bromeliads and now with hybridizing, there are more than 14,000
varieties. We toasted our 50th Anniversary, enjoyed pineapple cake, and each attending member
received a commemorative coffee cup. The Board provided new name tags with a green background
and white lettering as gifts to all of our Honorary members. Everyone enjoyed our Plant Exchange
and, of course, there was an outstanding plant which passed from hand to hand bringing disappoint ment to those who lost it but joy to the final winner. Thank you to Shirley Konefal for selecting our
gift plants – a Vriesea and a Cryptanthus. Each attending member receiving one of their choice.
I want to thank everyone who donated nonperishable items for a needy family at Plantation Commun ity Church. Pastor Fowler was delighted to receive our bags and boxes. The Broward County Board
of Commissioners issued a Proclamation naming Monday, December 8, 2014 as The Bromeliad Society
of Broward County Day, recognizing our Society as the second oldest garden club in Broward County.
The December 17, 2014 edition of the local Plantation Forum newspaper had an article with pictures
about our 50th Anniversary, too.
For 2015 - First, I want to thank each of you for becoming a member of our Society in 2014, more
than 100 of you. I want to encourage all of you to renew your membership this month. You will receive a free raffle sheet of 20 tickets for paying in January.

See you on the 22nd. Our meeting day is changed because of the Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday.
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Becky

BSBC Vice-President Ramblings
Hi, Gang - Wonderful Holiday Party and 50th Anniversary Party! Love my new plants - love my new coffee cup. Rumor has it that we are changing our name from a
club that raises bromeliads and likes to eat to an eating club that likes
bromeliads. Thanks to the beautiful Harriet and her invaluable cooking
helpers and thanks to Madame President Becky for setting up four more
events for us to sell our excess plants. You’ll receive the specifics as the
time approaches.
First up is the March Gala at the Equality Park Garden Club. Their sale usually attracts a tremendous crowd - - and in May we are selling at the Westfield Mall (formerly the Broward Mall). We
have the booth nearest the Food Court, so we are going to need plenty of bromeliads and once
again we will be selling at Heritage Park in May and October so be ready to supply us with a bevy
of great bromeliads.
And this month’s program we have a visit from the Clown Princes of Bromeliads. If you have never
attended one of Joe Libertucci and Jeff Hutchinson’s talks, you have a treat in store - - lots of
laughs while learning about how to mount bromeliads. Joe has been the president of the Bromeliad Society of the Palm Beaches since the male Clinton was in the White House. His dynamic approach has resulted in one of the most active bromeliad clubs in the state. If you attend one of
the Palm Beach club’s meetings at the Mounts Botanical Gardens on the third Thursday of the
month, you’ll see for yourself. Jeff Hutchinson is a widely acclaimed landscaper with a selling
shade house of more plants than I have ever seen outside of a few commercial companies. Jeff
will be bringing tables of plants for sale.
In February we will hear Jay Thurrott talking about a new approach to raising thousands of bromeliads. Jay is a former president of the Bromeliad Society International and the Florida Council
of Bromeliad Societies. Jay will not be selling in February.
In March Mike and Lynn Thompson will let you know how to combine a vacation in Hawaii with a
fantastic array of bromeliads. They will not be selling in March.
Larry
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Holiday and 50th Anniversary Party
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Our Upcoming Events
January –
February –
March April May -

Selecting a Nominating Committee to Elect Officers and Directors
Elections
Equality Park Garden Club Plant Sale – Participating vendor
Westfield Mall ( aka Broward Mall ) Plant Sale – Participating vendor
Plantation Historical Society Plant Sale at Heritage Park – Participating Ven
dor
Upcoming Garden Tours –
Bus trip to Tropiflora in Sarasota
Josefa Leon’s Sunshine Bromeliads
Larry Searle’s Garden
Don’t forget to visit our Country Store at our general meetings.
We still have gauntlet
garden gloves,
6” pots, 10 “ pots, sets of tweezers, prepared bagged bromeliad soil

Nearly 500
hits on our
site in two
weeks

Have a business or service you would like to advertise?
We will post your business card on our web site complete with links to your own site if you have one and in
the SCURF as well……...

$50 for 6 months.

SCURF Feature
December Mystery Plant Identified

Win a raffle sheet with 20 tickets….
Be the first to email the editor at yroftiger@aol.com
with the correct name of this brom

Neotanthus ‘geppetto nt cardboard’
x lillaputiana
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Membership News
J
A
N

Jeri Parrish
Bob Smith
Laretta Smith
Gayle Spinell-Gellers
Joe Zicarelli
Welcome new member: Gretchen Thompson of Ft. Lauderdale

Time to renew your membership!!!
Next Meeting — Note the change of date!
Thursday, Jan. 22, 2015 at 6:30 pm
at Deicke Auditorium
Joe Libertucci and Jeff Hutchinson
will present

“How to Mount Your Bromeliads”
Oak? Cork? Cedar? Liquid nails? Hot glue?
Plastic coated wire? Strips of stockings?
What broms to use?
What’s the inside scoop?
Join us on Thursday for what is bound to be another great opportunity
to learn.

Our sale table will be closed this month.

Bringing in plants for the raffle table?

To support our focus on education,
the Board would like to ask members to label these plants so the lucky member who gets
to take the plant home has the name of the plant and can nurture it according to its
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needs. Not sure what kind of brom you are donating? Seek out our veteran growers
like
Larry Davis, Bruce Zaret and Shirley Konefal for assistance.

Harriet’s Hoots
Hi Gang –
How was everyone’s New Year’s? I hope it was good and I would like to wish everyone a Happy
and Healthy New Year. I hope that 2015 will be the best year ever. So, did you all make your
New Year’s resolutions????? Well, if you did, then you had better stick to them. I know that
people usually try, but somehow it falls through the cracks. That’s why I stopped making them
(LOL).
I hope that you all had a great time at our Holiday Party. I would like to thank everyone for
their wonderful, scrumptious foods and desserts. Wow, we have some great cooks out there.
Let’s also give a Shout-Out to the club for providing the ham, turkey, drinks, decorations,
membership plants, special mugs and anniversary cake. I would also like to thank everyone who
helped with setting up the tables, placing of the foods and writing out the cards of what the
foods were and who brought what. You are all a great bunch of people. I do appreciate all of
your help, not only when we have a Pot-Luck Dinner but also at our general meetings. I also
need to thank my partner in crime – my honey J (Larry Davis, you know the guy with the hat)
for his help in getting me organized with everything and I do mean everything (sometimes I
get a little frazzled and he brings me down to earth hahaha). He is the best and always there
to help me in whatever I need to do. So, my Clap-Clap-Clap, goes out to him especially.
Well, that’s it for now, but I will see everyone at our next meeting and since you all know what
a fun club we are, why don’t you all bring a guest and then they can become a member, and once
they do that, they can then bring a guest who will become a member, and so on and so on and so
on. What a great way to build our membership, don’t you think? I do. Ok, signing off for now,
but I’ll see you soon.
Hugs - - Harriet
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From Our Education Chair
To augment last month’s discussion of a cultivar (Aechmea biflora), this
month we will examine two similar plants that are from distinct naturally
occurring species. As their joint photo depicts, the Portea kermesina is a
medium size plant whereas the Portea nana (as its name suggests) is a
small specimen.

Joint photo of Portea kermesina and Portea nana - taller of two
and red inflorescence is kermesina (on the left) and shorter and
pink inflorescence is nana (on the right)

Portea kermesina in bloom

Portea nana in bloom

The similarity in the size and shape of the inflorescence is striking, yet their coloration of bract,
calyx, corolla and pistal are quite different [see chart below].
Floral Bract Color

Calyx Color

Corolla Color

Pistal Color

Portea kermesina

Red

White

White

Portea nana

Pink

White

White base with
distal violet
Purple

Purple

The coloration distinctions plus the obvious size differential are consistent with each plant representing a distinct species and that the P. nana is not just a “mini” P. kermesina. Many bromophiles
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find the litany of the terms hybrid, sport, species and cultivar somewhat confusing. This is a good
segue to review the official BSI definitions of plant relationships. According to the BSI’s General
Instructions for the Registration of Bromeliad Cultivars [http://www.bsi.org/brom_info/cultivar/
instructions.html] Cultivars types can be attributed to 3 forms: Species, Hybrids and Sports.
When the cultivar is a selected clone of a species it is designated a Species Cultivar. When the
cultivar is the product of a hybridization (sexual cross fertilization) of two plants it is a Hybrid
Cultivar. When the cultivar is a stable vegetative mutation (3 generations) of an existing cultivar or
species it is a Sport Cultivar. Sports are the most common cultivars manifesting as variegated or
albo-marginated asexual mutations.
A GREX is the cultivar progeny that result from sexual reproduction of a plant with itself or clone,

or via different species or hybrids. An individual selected from this Grex because of a particular
attribute or combination of attributes is a hybrid cultivar; to register a new hybrid from this class,
the specimen must be distinct, uniform and stable in its characteristics, and when asexually propagated (pup) retain those characteristics. Multiple progeny from a seedling batch (sexual reproduction) with similar characteristics that are stable by pupping (asexual reproduction) are all referred
to by a single cultivar name and are now referred to as a Cultivar Group.

From the Editor
During the holidays a soft spoken gentleman stopped me in the nursery section of an understaffed
local home improvement store ( go figure how that happened in December….) and inquired if I could
recommend a good flowering plant for indoors to bring as a hospitality gift for a dear lady friend.
He didn’t want to go the poinsettia route. Together we wandered around the plant aisles but came
up empty. Since time was of the essence and with thoughts of our favorite plants in mind, I suggested he meet me at another nearby home improvement store where I had other business to conduct and where I thought we would have better luck. Sure enough, five minutes later we rendezvoused in the other nursery section where happily there was an extensive array of very nice guzmanias in assorted colors. The gentleman eyed them and began to look them over carefully. It
was a pretty jammed display but right smack in the middle was one exceptional Vriesea with stunning spikes in a hanging basket. It is always fun to watch someone’s reaction when they make a
horticultural discovery. The gentleman’s eyes lit up, the credit card appeared and he was at the
check out in a blink but not without my first handing him our introduction card just in case he or
his lady get hooked on broms.
Speaking of gifts, I stopped by Nature’s Relics—— you will no doubt remember Jesse and Dee
Vance who presented at BSBC back in Oct. 2013. I picked up a gorgeous thick round piece of old
Florida wood to be hung vertically for my friend Jane to mount her tillandsias. Of course, just to
be sure Jane had the perfect plants for the task, I went on a mission and stopped at every single
nursery on and around Griffin Road in one crazy fun-filled day. Is there anything better for a
gardener than to spend a day checking out nurseries? Each one had something different to
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and there were lots of broms arranged in pretty settings, more than on previous visits. Oh, I am
so hooked.

Stumbled upon another very cool option for tillandsias at Festival Flea Market…..
Check out the aeriums at http://shop.floragrubb.com/aeriums/
Meanwhile, the seeds from California that I gave Harry Sperling and Bruce
Zaret have finally sprouted ever so tiny but none of us are sure we actually have
bromeliads growing let alone baby Sapphire Towers! Stay tuned, this could be a
l-o-n-g process and Happy Gardening in 2015.
Gayle

Calendar of Local Plant Society Meetings
1st Tuesday
2nd Monday
2nd Friday
2nd Friday

3rd Monday
3rd Tuesday
3rd Wednesday
3rd Wednesday
3rd Thursday
3rd Thursday

Plantation Orchid Society
BSBC Board Meeting
Ft. Lauderdale Garden Club
B.U.S.H.
Better Understanding of the Study of
Horticulture 6:30 pm
Bromeliad Society of Broward County
Bromeliad Society of So. Florida
Equality Park Garden Club
Plantation Garden Club 9:30 am—noon
Bromeliad Society of the Palm Beaches
Shade Brigade (no meetings July & Aug.)

Volunteer Park
Deicke Auditorium
Birch State Park
Trinity Church Community Rm

Deicke Auditorium
Fairchild Gardens
Pride Center
El Dorado Community Center
Mounts Botanical
Plantation Bldg. Dept.

Places to Go, Things to See
Sat. Jan. 24

UF/IFAS Open House
http://flrec.ifac.ufl.edu

UF / IFAS Research & Education Center
3205 College Ave., Davie

Fri., Jan. 31 &
Sat., Feb. 1

Gardenfest!

Riverside Park
3250 Riverside Park Drive, Vero Beach, FL

Sat., Mar. 14 &
Sun, Mar. 15

Spring Plant Sale at Leu Gardens

1920 N. Forest Ave., Orlando, FL

March 2015

Tropical Plant Affair

Equality Park Garden, Wilton Manors, FL

Fri., Mar. 27 Sun.,Mar. 29

Tropiflora’s Spring Festival
8-5, 8-5, 10-3

3530 Tallevast Road, Sarasota, Fl

Sat. Mar. 28 &
Sun. Mar. 29

Garden Expo
9-5, 9-4

Volunteer Park, Plantation, FL

April 2015

Westfield Mall Plant Sale

Westfield Mall
8000 W. Broward Blvd, Plantation, FL

Sept. 25, 2015

Bromeliads in the Magic City

Double Tree Hotel
711 NW 72 St., Miami
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