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Ananas ‘Tricolor’
Violet-purple flowers with white stamens and white pistal.
Inflorescence is 16 inches tall with 5 inch crown.
courtesy of Bruce Zaret
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2014 Officers, Directors, and Chairpersons
BROMELIAD SOCIETY OF BROWARD COUNTY
P.O. Box 17272
Plantation, FL 33318
Officers:
President
Vice President
Treasurer–Interim
Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary

Charlene “Becky” Blackwood
Larry Davis
Carol Mordas
Vacant
Gayle Spinell-Gellers

954-791-8017
954-434-8466
954-587-6036

Directors:
3 year
2 year
1 year

Bruce Zaret
Suzee Newman
Shirley Konefal

bruce4art@aol.com
954-583-4277
954-922-5582

Bill David
Tracy Moulton
Carol Mordas
Marcia David
Gloria Chernoff
Bill David
Bill David
Sara Donayre
Suzee Newman
Harriet Abo

954-321-9229
954-864-9776
954-587-6036
954-321-9229
954-327-8516
954-321-9229
954-321-9229
964-925-5112
954-583-4277
954-434-8466

Committee Chairpersons:
Country Store
Librarian
Membership

Photographer
Plant Sale Table
Publicity
Raffle/Ticket Sales
Refreshments

954-478-0367

Our meetings generally offer a speaker on timely and noteworthy topics, member plant sales, a
plant raffle, special holiday plant auctions, diagnosis of disease and pest problems, and a Country
Store with selected bromeliad and gardening supplies.
We meet the third Monday of every month except January and February.
Affliliations: BSBC supports
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The President’s Message
Spring is Here – time to plant, repot and work in our gardens!
If you were unable to join other members on our trip to Tropiflora Nursery in
Sarasota, you were sorely missed but most of all, you missed a fun trip. The bus
ride was scenic and relaxing; our driver was skilled and cautious with all of the
traffic on I-75 and our passengers with winning raffle tickets were especially
happy with items from the Country Store and plants donated by Tropiflora.
When we arrived at the nursery, we were surprised by the number of greenhouses. Dennis Cathcart, the owner, gave our group a guided tour. We were offered an opportunity to visit the tropical plant greenhouses but opted out for the unusual bromeliads. Our own plant detectives,
Holmes and Watson, otherwise known as Zaret and Konefal, found some of the most unusual
plants. Bruce found a bromeliad I describe as flat on both sides, much like a fan, the only one the
nursery had. Everyone found something and Bill David was kind enough to take photos we have
included in this edition of the SCURF on Pages 6 and 7. His wife, Marcia, did the editing.
I would like to encourage all of our members to visit Tropiflora if they are in the area. Dennis and
his wife, Linda, will be leaving for Australia soon. Dennis has promised to give a presentation to
our Society on this trip and also on their trip to Brazil, which they visited not too long ago. Thank
you, Dennis and Linda, for being so gracious and for helping us have a memorable day.
Our other event this month is the Equality Park Garden Club’s Tropical Plant Fair, our first sales
event of 2015. It will be held on Saturday, 8:00 am – 4:00 pm and Sunday, 10:30 am – 3:30 pm;
March 15 and 16. There will be a special outdoor VIP function on Friday night, 5:30 pm – 7:30
pm, with music, raffles, food, drinks and an early plant review and purchasing. This event will
be $20 per person, if you would like to attend. This event is being held at the
Pride Center
2040 North Dixie Highway
Wilton Manors
There will be more than 40 vendors selling beautiful trees, flowering shrubs, cycads, tillandsias,
rare palms, orchids bromeliads, heliconias and gingers. There will also be vendors who are landscapers, who provide insect control, fertilizer and irrigation services. Additionally, there will also
be not-for-profit organizations.

Something for Everyone – Hope to See You There.
If Not – Don’t Forget our meeting on March 16th at 6:30pm at Deicke Auditorium.

Becky
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BSBC Vice-President Ramblings
Hi, Gang - - I have been happy to be your Vice President and your
Program Planner for the past year. You will be voting in a new Vice President next week. I plan to assist him as much as I can and I’m looking forward to some great programs.
This month’s program is a visit from Mike and Lynn Thompson of the
Bromeliad Society of the Palm Beaches. Together they have held most of
the offices of their society one time or another. They are world travelers
and having documented many of their trips, have presented them to the
BSPB. I was particularly impressed by one of their trips to Hawaii and I
asked them to repeat it for us. They will show us how to combine a vacation in Hawaii with a
fantastic array of bromeliads. Their slide show will get you to call your travel agent for prices.
They will not be selling in March. The sales table will be open.
In April we will have a return visit from Diana Guidry. She is a Research Specialist with the Broward County Natural Resources Planning and Management Division. Her talk will be ‘The Top 10
Native Plants for Attracting Birds and Butterflies.’ The sales table will be open.
Max Rivenbark of Mac’s Orchids, Ft. Lauderdale will visit in May to chat about handling and
propagating orchids. He will be bringing plants to sell.
Larry

Upcoming Events –
March Equality Park Garden Club Plant Sale – Participating vendor
April Westfield Mall Plant Sale – Participating vendor
May Plantation Historical Society Plant Sale at Heritage Park – Participating Vendor
Upcoming Garden Tours –
Josefa Leon’s Sunshine Bromeliads
Larry Searle’s Garden
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Membership News

M
A
R

Melissa Garvey
Peter Hartig
George Henderson
Tom Hopfinger

Richard Konefal
Jack McKay
Jill Price
Marc Weiss

Welcome new members:
Tom Hopfinger of Plantation and George Colbert of Wilton Manors

March Meeting
Meeting: Monday, March 16, 2015
6:30 pm at Deicke Auditorium
5701 Cypress Road, Plantation, FL 33317

Guest speakers: Lynn and Mike Thompson
from the Bromeliad Society of the Palm Beaches
Topic:
Aloha State Vacation and the Bromeliads Seen

Vriesea Imperialis
Ho'omaluhia Botanical
Garden
Oahu, Hawaii

The Sales Table will be open …..
Our Raffle Table will have great finds.
The Silent Auction will have special plants.
Our Country Store will be stocked with pots and plant sticks, etc.
We will hold our 2015 Elections!!!!...........

Did you renew your membership?

By Drew Avery [CC BY 2.0 (http://
creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0)],
via Wikimedia Commons
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Harriet’s Hoots

Howdy Everyone…..
Shhhh, do you hear that? It’s the birds singing their tune and that’s because Spring is on the
way (actually the official date is March 20th). The days are getting longer (whoopee). I love it
when it doesn’t get dark till after 8:00 pm. Hope everyone set their clocks ahead.
We also have another holiday coming up and that’s St. Patty’s Day. So, you all know what you
need to do and that is at our March meeting, I want to see everyone wearing green. It could
be a shirt, pair of pants, ribbon in your hair (but not for the guys – LOL) even green socks will
do. I will be in green and our refreshment table will be decorated. Of course it goes without
saying that our VP, Larry Davis will certainly be wearing some sort of green outfit. (Don’t you
just love it when he comes in a special hat or outfit? I do.) You never know what he will show
up in.
Speaking of green, if any of you wish to bring a dish for our table, you could add some green
to your contribution whether it’s part of the food or decoration. Oh, and if you
see a rainbow, don’t forget to look for the Pot of Gold that Mr. Leprechaun hides.
If you do find it, please bring it with you so that we can all share in it (hahaha).
Ok, time to thank our wonderful members for their contributions at our last
meeting and they are…………
Shirley Konefal – Nice bowl of Lentil Soup (Good choice)
Harry Sperling - - Walnut Spice Cake (Great as always)
Susan Mather - - - Platter of Cookies (Yum, Yum)
Carol Mordas - - - N.Y. Cheese Cake & Lemon Meringue Pie (Wonderful)
Eddie Yi - - - - Korean Pancake and Korean Omelet (Super dishes)
Gayle Spinell-Gellers – Sweet & Sour Meatballs (So delicious)
Sandi Block-Brezner - - Platter of Fruit (Just hit the spot)
Well, it’s a wrap as they say in Hollywood, so I will see everyone at our meeting and don’t forget - - - - green, green, green.
Bye for now - - Hugs,
Harriet
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From Our Education Chair
ANANAS CLASSIFICATIION and Trivia by Bruce Zaret
It’s time to get out the pencils and markers as there has been another
taxon revision of the genus Ananas. Recently, while checking out an
Ananas cultivar on the BSI Bromeliad Cultivar Registry, I noticed that
Ananas ‘Cosmosus’ was listed as a cultivar rather than a species. The
explanation offered for this reclassification is that the plant which we
know as the standard pineapple reflects a domesticated Ananas
species and not a true species in its own right. Please refer to the excellent article, “Most Ananas are Cultivars,” by Derek Butcher and Eric
Gouda in Bromeliaceae XLVIII First Quarter 14-16, 2014 for a detailed
description of the history and rationale for these changes.
It is hypothesized that ‘Cosmosus’ is a group of cultivated plants probably originating from
ananassoides. As such, cosmosus and its variant species have now been “demoted” to cultivar
status [see list below]. Under the new revision, there are now only three species of Ananas:
ananassoides, macrodontes and paraguazenesis. Ananas ananassoides var nana was recently
incorporated back into the parent species and Pseudoananas sagenarius was converted from its
own genus back into the Ananas genus as macrodontes. While none of these changes have a
practical implication for the hobbyist, they do lend additional insight into the concept of cultivars
which has been discussed in last few issues of the Scurf.

OLD NOMENCLATURE

NEW NOMENCLATURE

Ananas cosmosus
Ananas cosmosus var erectifolius
(was Ananas lucidum)
Ananas cosmosus var brachteatus
Ananas ananassoides
Ananas ananassoides var nana
Pseudoananas sagenarius
Ananas cosmosus var paraguazensis

Ananas ‘Cosmosus’
Ananas ‘Erectifolius’
Ananas ‘Bracteatus’
Ananas ananassoides
Ananas ananassoides
Ananas macrodontes
Ananas paraguazensis

Ananas share some other interesting features worthy of note:
1. Their fruitlets (ovaries) are attached (syncarpal) rather than individual (apocarpal) resulting
in a single large fruit.
2. Ananas fruit formation does not require fertilization (parthenocarpy) giving it a vegetative
reproductive advantage; lack of requirement for insect pollination may also limit attraction
of deleterious herbivorous insect infestation.
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3. Ananas have viviparous vegetative reproduction with new “pups” growing from the inflorescence in addition to non-viviparous offshoots from their vegetative structures.

From the Editor
Sometimes the most fun thing about brom gardening is to watch somebody else get excited
about the plants you love. Gardeners walk among us everywhere. When a volunteer at the
polls yesterday mentioned she had a little spare area in her garden and wasn’t sure what to put
in there, I seized the moment and invited her over to pick up a few pups to get her started.
Jeannette is a very nice lady and the daughter of a terrific gardener from Alabama. A few oohs
and ahhs later, Jeannette left with two plastic bags of assorted broms along with an info card on
the BSBC. Hope she joins us on Monday night. We all know how addictive developing a bromeliad collection can be. Bruce found the terrific article, “A Word of Warning,” about this very
“affliction” in the Jan/Feb 2005 issue of Bromeliaceae. The article was originally published in
the Journal of the Bromeliad Society. BSI President Jay Thurrott has given us written permission
to reprint this article for you. See Pages 12 and 13. We will have hard copies available.
Nat Geo posted an amazing photo of bromeliads taken by Paoli Madi in 2014. It shows how
bromeliads managed to survived a drought and bounce back in Igatu, Brazil after only two days
of rain. The link is http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/ngm/photo-contest/2011/entries/116106/view/ .
The photo of a Fire Bromeliad from the 2014 kids’ photo contest is also worth a look.
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/ngm/photo-contest/2011/entries/107558/view/

Meanwhile, back at Project Puya…. Bruce sent along a photo of his five seedlings…..Growing these plants from seed is sort of like being a Heat fan——
excited by the possibilities, intrigued by recent developments, maybe mixed
with a touch of anxiety and yet daring to hope for a good outcome over what
has been labeled as a long road to victory or, in this case, inflorescence.
Happy Gardening,

Gayle

SCURF Feature
February Mystery Plant Identified

Win a raffle sheet with 20 tickets
Be the first to email the editor
at…………... yroftiger@aol.com
with the correct name of this
brom
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Aechmea mertensii

Calendar of Local Plant Society Meetings
1st Tuesday
2nd Friday
2nd Monday
2nd Friday
3rd Monday
3rd Tuesday
3rd Wednesday
3rd Wednesday
3rd Thursday
3rd Thursday

Plantation Orchid Society
Ft. Lauderdale Garden Club
BSBC Board Meeting
B.U.S.H.
Bromeliad Society of Broward County
Bromeliad Society of So. Florida
Equality Park Garden Club
Plantation Garden Club 9:30 am—noon
Bromeliad Society of the Palm Beaches
Shade Brigade (no meetings July & Aug.)

Volunteer Park
Birch State Park
Deicke Auditorium
Trinity Church Community Rm
Deicke Auditorium
Fairchild Gardens
Pride Center
El Dorado Community Center
Mounts Botanical
Plantation Bldg. Dept.

Places to Go, Things to See
Sat., Mar. 14 & Spring Plant Sale at Leu Gardens
Sun, Mar. 15
March 13-15
Tropical Plant Affair

1920 N. Forest Ave., Orlando, FL

Fri., Mar. 27 Sun.,Mar. 29
Sat. Mar. 28 &
Sun. Mar. 29
April 2015

Tropiflora’s Spring Festival
8-5, 8-5, 10-3
Garden Expo
9-5, 9-4
Westfield Mall Plant Sale

3530 Tallevast Road, Sarasota, Fl

Aug. 8, 2015

Bromeliad Sale

Sept. 25, 2015

Bromeliads in the Magic City

Equality Park Garden, Wilton Manors, FL

Volunteer Park, Plantation, FL
Westfield Mall
8000 W. Broward Blvd, Plantation, FL
USF Botanical Gardens, 4202 E. Fowler
Avenue NES107, Tampa
Double Tree Hotel
711 NW 72 St., Miami

Businesses
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